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RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS: A DAILY CHRISTIAN FAITH

Our Church Health Team has received input from Parish
Focus Groups aboutPassionate Spirituality the
“minimum factor” identified in our Natural Church
Development survey. Based on those discussions, the
CHT defined “spirituality” as the connection of Sunday
with Monday, the living out of our Christian faith on a
daily basis, “24/7/365". Another way to say that is that
spirituality involves finding God in our everyday lives.

There are four key elements to living the Christian faith
daily:

Be Convinced that God Is There.

First is the realization and conviction that God is there.
Once a person really becomes convinced that God is
there, ones heart hungers to find God and to connect
with God ever more deeply. What we really desire is
intimacy with God. Each of us wants to know we are
not alone in our lives.

We want to be connected with the God who made this
world, the One who gave life to each and every person
(and animal and plant) who lives in it. God made us for
a purpose: to be happy with God forever. As the
famous Westminster Catechism put it in the 17th
Century: “[Humanity’s] chief end is to glorify God, and
to enjoy him forever.”

Our God, the One we are looking to connect with, is not
distant or indifferent. God is passionately engaged in
drawing us to the fullness of life for which we were
made. God who loves us and is always seeking intimacy
with us. The first step in living out our spirituality each
day, of connecting Sunday to Monday, is simply to
recognize and become convinced that God is there,
inviting us into deeper relationship.

Live the Good News.

The second element is a belief in the Good News, the
Gospel, that Jesus won a victory over sin and death by
his dying and rising for us. | can hardly go through a
single day without encountering the reality of sin and
death - in me and in the world around me.

One way to cope with this reality is to ignore it, to join
in our culture’s denial of the reality of sin and death.
Our Christian faith gives us another way. We have
come to believe that Jesus is Lord, most especially
where sin and death seem to prevail. With that
foundational belief, we can open our eyes and act
fearlessly in the face of death. We have nothing to fear.
We experience the Good News in those everyday places

where we taste frailty, unreliability, and emptiness. An
attentive faith that refuses to give into fear finds the gi
of God'’s love being offered in every human situation: a
love and a peace the world can not give.

Die to Self

Third comes the scary step of dying to self. St. Paul
wrote in the Letter to the Romans that we “must consider
ourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.”
This means we are to be less self-absorbed. It sounds so
obvious. When I'm absorbed with myself - my needs,
how much attention I'm getting, doing things my way,
everything in reference to me - it is pretty difficudt t
connect with another human being, let alone with God.

Another word we use for this is “preoccupied.” It means
the “space” inside of us is unavailable; it is not open; we
have filled it up to the point that no one else, not spouse,
child, friend ... or God, can get in! However, when we
give that up, when we empty ourselves, when we die to
self, we discover God’'s empowering fullness. We
discover the power of St. Augustine's prayer: “O Lord,
Our God, you have created us for yourself and our hearts
are restless until they rest in you.”

Practice, Practice, Practice

| wrote about practices, particular activities, in last
month’s reflection, but this month | want to use that
word differently. This month, | use the word the way we
used it when we took piano lessons! Remember those?
Remember the hours spent at home at the keyboard
practicing? Remember someone (probably Mother)
saying, “Practice makes perfect”? Well, | don’t know if
practice makes perfect ... but | do know that practice
makes the difference.

What did anyone ever “get good at” that didn’'t involve
lots of practice, lots of repetition? Changing our
patterns, our habits, our routines is difficult, but human
beings are very resilient and quite resourceful; we make
changes when we really want something. Choice is the
key. Making the choice to adopt new patterns of
behavior allows them to happen. God is always
choosing to be with us, in every way, in every situation,
if we will only make the choice to be open to God. The
choice to get better at meeting God is ours.

God'’s Blessings,
Fr. Eric+



THE INTERN’S CORNER

I love fall — crisp, cool mornings, apple picking season,
new schedules, the sense of drawing in and taking stock
and preparing for the winter. In the church, too, October
is a time for taking stock of what we've done for the
year and what we hope to do in the future. How are we
using the gifts that God has blessed us with? Are we
using them for the glory of God?

Do you remember the story of the sower who scattered
seeds over pathways and rocky ground and thorny
patches?

Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed,
some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and
ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where
they did not have much soil, and they sprang up
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when
the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had
no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.
Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth
grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
Let anyone with ears listen! (Matt. 13:3-9)

At first glance, it's all about the seeds that grow and
those that don’t. But what about that sower? He doesn’t
seem to know much about farming, because he just
recklessly throws perfectly good seeds in every
direction.  Jesus tells the disciples that the seed
represents the word of the kingdom. The sower, who

seems foolish and rather inept, instead represents God'’s
abundantly generous offering of hope and the promise of
the kingdom.

How are we called to share the generosity of God with
others? This month is also an opportunity for each of us,
as individuals and families, to think about what God is
up to in our lives. What blessings have you received in
the last year? Are you faithful stewards of God’s gifts in
your life: children, friends, family, skills and talents, the
gift of time, and all the resources of your life?

Stewardship is both about financial issues and the whole
picture of your life. If someone were to take a snapshot
of your life right now, what would that tell you about
your priorities? Where is God in that picture?

As summer winds down and the autumn season of
harvest and reflection begins, take time to consider the
whole picture of your life. What would you like it to
look like? What responsibilities are most important?
Where do you find joy and nourishment? Is God at the
center or woven through the whole of your life? How
could you share God’s abundant generosity with others?

In Christ’'s Name,
Jennifer Leider,
Pastoral Assistant (“Intern”)

BISHOP’'S ANNUAL APPEAL

Thank you to all the families of St. Paul's who have
generously contributed to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.
We have received contributions from 31 families
totaling $2,712.00. This is 77.49% of our goal of
$3,500.00. If you have not yet contributed please
consider giving. Any amount would be appreciated by
all who benefit from the Appeal. Pledge cards are
available on the table in the Hallway. When
contributing please make your check payableThe
Bishop’s Annual Appeand return to St. Paul's. Please
help us reach 100% of our goal!

Faithfully,
Brian SlaminkaandPaul Bunner
Vestry Outreach Liaisons



WARDEN’S WONDERINGS: TIME, TALENT, TREASURE

Time, Talent, and Treasures

Our time, talent, and treasure, the blessings we have
been given by God, are what we are called to share. In
the weeks and months to come you will be hearing a lot
from your vestry, the
stewardship committee, an
members of the congregatio
about next year’s budget an
the Parish's need for
“treasure” (i.e., financial
commitment).

Today, however, | just wantec
to take this time to thank all o1
the many volunteers whc
offer up their time and talents

to serve St Paul's, Medina,

in so many ways.

Unfortunately, there are simply too many volunteers to
list everyone, but rest assured our Lord knows each of
you by your name and face.

So many things get done each and every week around
the church and with our limited staff they simply would
not get done without these volunteers. For those who

seek to get more involved at St Paul's Parish | encourage
you to ask what can be done. To paraphrase one of our
late Presidents, “Ask not what your church can do for
you. Ask what you can do for your church!” There are
SO many opportunities for
people to offer their time and
talents.

Vestry Service

The St. Paul's Parish
governing body, your vestry,

is a group of twelve
volunteers. In just a few
months four of its members
will be ending their terms and

it will be time to call on four
new leaders for our future. If you feel a calling to help
lead St Paul’'s Parish, | strongly encourage you to pray
about it and speak to Father Eric or one of the current
vestry. Itis a calling that | highly recommend.

God'’s Blessings,
Bob Otworth Senior Warden

FROM OUR HISTORIAN

St. Paul's Church Buildings

As you know, our congregation will be 200 years old in
2017! We started in a log cabin in Weymouth, Ohio in
1817, then moved to a wooden church in Medina in
1837. That church was moved (and used as a
commercial structure) when the current stone church was
built in 1884.

The OIld Town Cemetery

Many people believe that the Old Town Cemetery next
to the church was originally the church yard, but this is
not true. It was a farmer’s field given to the city foe us
as a burial ground and was never a part of the church’s
property. Two of our early rectors, the Rev. William
Granville and the Rev. Anson Clark are buried there. |
recently visited the Medina County Historical Society
where | was shown an old map of the cemetery. | am
acquiring a copy of that map so | can check it against our
old parish record books to learn what other parishioners
are laid to rest there.

Our First Baptism

Our first baptized members were Hershel Bannoc
Seymore and William Harrison Seymore on March 11,
1817, by our first rector, the Rev. Roger Searle.

We Need Pictures

We continue to collect photographs for our parish
scrapbooks. Among those recently received are a picture
of the horse stable that used to be in back of the church
for the rector’s horses and parishioners’ mounts on
Sundays. Did you know that years ago there was also a
tennis court behind the church? We've also recently
been given pictures of our parish house with the front
porch (before it was connected to the church building by
the hallway which was added when Canterbury House
was built).

If you have pictures of the church buildings or of church
functions, please let us have copies for our scrapbooks!

Thanks and Blessings,
Gwen EaglesarArchivist & Historian



ADULT MISSION TRIP TO THE GULF COAST

As we prepare to head back down to the hurricane
ravished Gulf Coast of Mississippi, we are simply
teeming with anticipation of the “heavier” work we will
be doing. Our work assignments will most likely include
construction of new homes — projects anywhere from
hanging drywall to tacking on roofing shingles, sanding
wood porch railings to putting the finishing touches on
interior paint. Regardless of what we are assigned to do,
you can bet our group is anxious to do God’s work again
in assisting those who can not help themselves.

Of course, any trip such as this doesn’t come without
expenses. We will again be driving to the coast, making
an overnight stop on the way down and back. Gas prices,
as you are all very aware, are astronomical, and will

comprise the majority of our costs. Thankfully, our
phenomenal Youth Group voted unanimously to cover
the cost of our rental vehicle out of their Youth Fund.
We couldn’t be more grateful to our teens!

Any assistance you would be able to provide to assist in
covering our travel expenses would be tremendously
helpful. No amount is too small, and every donation is
beyond appreciated. Simply put “Adult Mission Trip
2008 in the memo section of your check, and you can
do your part in helping to rebuild the Gulf Coast.

God Bless You All,
Geeta Morris Mission Tripper

2¢C-A-MEAL SUNDAY — OCTOBER 26

What is 2-Cents-a-Meal?

This is a program within many Ohio congregations

designed to remind us of the poor and needy at
mealtimes. St. Paul’'s Parish has had a 2-Cents-a-Meal
offering for several years. It encourages individuals and
families to engage in a daily devotional exercise of

collecting two pennies per person for shared hunger
ministries as they give thanks for their own food. Some

people also include their snacks.

How Does a Household Do 2-Cents-a-Meal?

Each household keeps an offering container for the "2-
Cents-a-Meal" offering in the kitchen or on the dining

table. In one suggested ritual prior to the mealtime
blessing, one member of the family may begin with, "Let
not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten." Then the rest

respond, "Nor the hope of the poor be taken away."
Numerous other options are available, adaptable to each
family, each person who leads the prayer, or even each
meal.

What happens to the 2 Cents-a-Meal Offering?

Each parish designates a Sunday of the month to receive
the 2-Cents-a-Meal offering from their households; at St.
Paul's, we take up this collection on the last Sunday of
each month. This is usually done at the time of the
offertory. One cent is to be given to a local hunger
ministry in which the parish is involved; at St. Paul's,
the Free Farmers’ Market receives those monies. The
other one cent is sent to the diocese to be forwarded to
the Hunger Network in Ohio.

BROWN BAG CONCERTS UNDERWAY

September — Bagpiper

Our first performer, Bagpiper Lynne Norwood Lofton,
was very will received.

October - Recorder Consort

October’'s concert will feature the Recorder Consort
from the Baldwin Wallace Institute for Retirement
Living. The recital will be offered on Tuesday, October
21, 2008, at 12:00 noon. Coffee and tea are always

available and box lunches may be purchased (by
reservation) for $5.00. A free will offering is taken at
each concert.

November — Organ Recital

The November concert on Tuesday, November 18, will
feature Ralph Morrison, staff organist from Zion United
Church of Christ in North Canton.



OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS AT ST. PAUL’S

Best wishes and prayers for God's blessings to those
with October Birthdays:

Joann King (10/02) -- Linda Fisher (10/03)
Autumn Abbott (10/04) - - Shirley Brown (10/05)
Joe Kasa (10/05) -- |Lilian Ivey (10/06)
Lou Papesh (10/07) -- Marin Radabaugh (10/07)
Carly Papesh (10/08) -- Melanie Ivey (10/09)
JoAnn Cook (10/10) - - Barbara Michelson (10/10)
Barbara Baird (10/12) -- Judy Delahoyde (10/13)

Diane Demers (10/15) -- Christopher Moll (10/17)
Payton Beech (10/20) -- Tom Corner (10/21)
Natalie Foy (10/23) Sean Hennigan (10/26)
Tim Stamper (10/26) -- Heather Glaze (10/27)
Greg Fisher (10/29) - - Karen Otworth (10/29)

Do you have an October birthday not listed here? If so,
please call the Church Office at 330-725-4131 (or e-mail
us atcoffice@stpauls-medina.ojg

GARDENING — CLEANING UP THE NEW PROPERTIES

Members of the Gardening Group including Sarah
Steiner, Vicki Sizemore and Kim Kelly, met with Senior
Warden Bob Otworth and Father Funston on Monday,
September 8, to plan the clean up of the grounds around
the Waltz properties which the parish recently acquired.

It was decided that we would clean up the grounds to
make it easier to identify and remove plants that we or
others might wish to harvest and preserve.

Pictures, they say, are worth a thousand words. In this
case, they are worth a thousand thanks! Before Sunday,
September 14, this is what the front of the house at 327
East Liberty looked like:

The clean up work that was done has immensely
improved the appearance of the properties and we are
grateful to the Gardening Group and all the volunteers.

After a few hours of volunteer labor by several
parishioners, this is what the front of that house looks
like today:

Sarah was "point person" for arrangement of some
clean-up work days, the first of which was September 14
from 12 noon to 3 p.m. Volunteers working on the
grounds included Betty Bres, Paul Bunner, Dennis and
Bobbie Foy, Mark Hansen, Kim Kelly, Rick King, Nick
McGee, Bob Otworth, Pam Ruesch, Dylan Ruesch, and
Tim Scheel.

Over the next few weeks, plants that might be reused at
the church will be identified and, to the extent possible,
transplanted. The grounds will then be opened to
parishioners who might be interested in harvesting plants
for use at their homes; then we will invite the general
public to do so (inquiries have already been received). If
you would like to harvest any of the plants, please give
your name to Kim Kelly, Vicki Sizemore, or Ray
Sizemore. Precise plans for removal and transplanting
of these plants have not yet been made, but if we have
your name, we will let you know as soon as decisions
are made.

Many thanks to all!



GOLF CLASsIC A SuccCEss!

$800 Raised!

St. Paul's Third Annual Parish Golf Classic was held on
August 9, 2008, at Rustic Hills Country Club. The
weather was perfect and everyone had a great time. This
year we asked local businesses to sponsor holes for $25
and also sold raffle tickets. As a result, we generated
over $800.00 for our Children’s and Youth Ministries.

We would like to thank those companies and
organizations who sponsored a hole, as well as all the
people who contributed prizes and made donations.

Conrads Total Car Care and Tire Express
CASNET Document Management Specialists
Scheel & Co

MC Real Estate

Susan Kaye Car Wash

Univar USA, Inc.

St. Paul's Children's Ministries

Rustic Hills Country Club

OxyChem

Awards

Special thanks go to all the golfers who participated.
The following golfers won prizes and awards:

First Place,
Low Team Score

Don Powell, Steve Rucinski,
Nate Turpin, Greg Hereda

Rick King, Adam King,
Liz McElroy, Bob McElroy

Bob Otworth
Jan Miller
Tim Scheel

Karen Otworth

Second Place,
Low Team Score

Longest Drive, Men
Longest Drive, Women
Straightest Drive, Men
Straightest Drive, Women
Closest to the Pin, Men Adam King

Closest to the Pin, Women Diane Scheel

Next year's event has already been scheduled; it will be
held on Saturday, September 13, 2009. Mark you
calendars! Hope to see you next year!

The Golf Committee,
Bob & Mary Anthony
Bob & Karen Otworth

Bring your favorite Board Game and a Snack to share!



CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY

As the faces of our congregation continue to increase in
number, the time has come, once again, for a Church
Photo Directory. Lifetouch Church Directoriesvill be

at St. Paul's on October 30 and 31 from 3:00 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. and on November 1 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. Lifetouch will shoot professional photos of each
family in our congregation, and will create a beautiful
directory for every household. Your family will not only
receive a complimentary directory, but will also receive
a free 8 x 10 portrait just for participating.

We don’t want your family to be left out! Please make
your appointment online directly from St. Paul’s

Website,www.stpauls-medina.oygand click on “Photo
Directory Appointments” to select your time slot. There
will also be sign up tables after the 8:00 a.m. and 10:00
a.m. services on October 5 and 12. Additionally, a paper
sign up form was included in your September newsletter,
or can be picked up on the table in the church hallway.

If anyone has any questions regarding the Photo
Directory, or would like to volunteer to help on the
photo shoot days, please contact Geeta Morris at 330-
391-0102.

Thanks and Blessings,
Geeta Morris Directory Coordinator

NATURAL CHURCH DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Focus Groups

During August, the St. Paul's Church Health Team held

a series of “Eat Up, Speak Out” Ice Cream Socials to
serve as the Focus Group sessions. These meetings took
place on Sunday , August 24, and Wednesday, August
27, 2008. About forty parishioners participated in these
meetings. The CHT and parish leadership thank all these
persons for helping to make St. Paul’s a healthier parish.

Defining Passionate Spirituality

Continuing the NCD process, , the Church Health Team
met again on September 2, 2008 to review the Focus
Groups’ responses to our questions about Passionate
Spirituality. The CHT distilled the information down to

a definition of Passionate Spirituality as understood by
the members of this parish, and determined three
roadblocks that seem most relevant for St.Paul's. These
are the restraints that keep us from living out a
Passionate Spirituality in our corporate life.

Based on the feedback from the Focus Groups our
working definition of “Passionate Spirituality” is:

Passionate Spirituality is living out the
connection of God and faith with daily life;
taking Sunday into Monday and the rest of the
week.

Roadblocks

The three principal roadblocks or restraints which the
Focus Groups saw preventing St. Paul’s parishioners,

and the parish as a whole, from exercising this
Passionate Spirituality were:

Lack of comfor{some went so far as to say “Fear”)
with expressing one’s faith to others;

Lack of spontaneityfa single word here might be
“Constraint” or “Formality”) in both personal and
corporate expressions of faith, prayer and worship;

Failure to live out and take ownership of our
Christian faith (another way of expressing this was
felt to be “lack of authenticity”).

Action Planning

The next step in the NCD process is Action Planning.
The CHT will now begin to gather ideas from an even
larger segment of the Parish (from all members if
possible) on how St. Paul's Church can address and
overcome these roadblocks, how we can individually
and corporately become comfortable, spontaneous, and
authentic in expressing our spirituality.

The CHT and parish leadership do not envision
additional programs added to an already busy church
schedule, but rather a re-visioning of the way each of our
existing programs and ministries can help us to become
more passionate in living out our faith in daily life.

Respectfully submitted,
Your Church Health Team



YOUTH ACTIVITIES

Our Youth Group is off to a great start meeting on
Wednesday evenings from 7:00 — 8:30 p.m.

All youth in grades 6 to 12 are

invited to join us for a fun evening

of socialization and activities. We

have thirteen active youth

currently participating, and as

word gets out at how much fun we

have we hope more will join us.

Pam Ruesch, Ray Sizemore and |

have met to start planning what

we hope will be a very full year of

activities for our youth. Parents

of youth group members received a preliminary calendar
of events with an updated one will follow this month.

The Youth Group will leave for a Mini Mission Trip to
Youngstown on Friday, October 3, and return on
Sunday, October 5. The youth will go to work in a
Youngstown neighborhood where help is needed. The
Rev. Jeremiah Williamson, Assistant Rector of St.
John’s, Youngstown, who heads up the Youngstown
Initiative, is arranging worksites for us. This should be a
busy and rewarding weekend for our youth.

Jennifer Leider will visit the Youth Group meeting on

Wednesday, October 8, to discuss how the Prayers of the
People used in the Eucharist
are written and then help the
youth to write their own
Prayers which will be used on
Sunday, October 19. Each
grade level in Sunday School
will also have an opportunity
to write the Prayers of the
People for use on the third
Sunday of each month
throughout the year.

On Saturday, October 25, the youth will meet at the
church at 5:30 p.m. to decorate for our Halloween
Festival. They will enjoy a pizza dinner and following
the decorating they will spend the evening seeing a
movie at a local theater. The selected movie will be
decided at the Wednesday night meeting.

In Christ’s Service,
Mary Anthony,
Director of Religious Education

MusiCAL NOTES —A LITTLE DARKNESS

Tim and | walked in darkness Sunday, September 14 at
3:30 p.m., but Hallelujah! four days later we saw a great
light, and the refrigerator gave a great “Hummm.....”
and the microwave gave forth a bounteous cup of teal

Our evenings were shrouded with darkness,

beautifully lit with flickering candlelight and
conversations uninterrupted by TV. This brought to
mind our previous Wednesday evening Celtic studies. |
couldn’t help but reflect on how the Celts would pray as
they started their morning fires. One such prayer begins

yet

I will kindle my fire this morning

In presence of the holy angels of heaven,
God, kindle Thou in my heart within

A flame of love to my neighbor,

To my foe, to my friend, to my kindred alll,
To the brave, to the knave, to the thrall......

Our Brown Bag Concert featuring Lynne Norwood
Lofton on the bagpipes was another reminder of our
Celtic heritage and the powerful message of God’s gift
of music.

| hope you are considering sharing your gift of music
this fall season, or during Advent and Christmas. Our
choir is adjusting to their new worship space and
thoroughly enjoying the new sound. Please see me on a
Sunday morning or give me a call.

Musically,
Bertie Stamper
Music Director

PS Don't forget our October Brown Bag Concert on
Tuesday, October 21. Performers will be from The
Recorder Consort, Baldwin-Wallace Institute for Living
in Retirement directed by Audrey Stansfield.



KEEPING UP THE BUILDING

Chancel Renovation

The renovation of our worship space is complete.
Leveled floors, new hardwood flooring, relocation of the
organ console, retuning and revoicing of the organ pipes,
new choir seating, a new communion table — all made
possible by a generous gift from Verna Bruckmann in
memory of her late husband Jack. We are in hopes that
Verna will be able to join us this month for a dedication
of the new chancel.

Birds in Our Belfry!

Last month we were able to report that we had dealt with
the bees who had built a large hive in the peak of the
roof over the front entrance. What we have to deal with
now is pigeons and starlings ....

Both species of birds are
smarter than you would
think, and both have
figured out how to

overcome the chicken
wire inside the louvers of
the bell tower. We have
quite a flock of birds now
living in our belfry.

After consultation with
several local pest control and animal control contractors,
we were referred to Certified Pest Control of Cleveland.
A representative of that firm has taken a first look and
given us a “ball park estimate” of between (hold on to
your hats!) $6,000 and $8,000 to rid us of the pests,
repair the damage they have done, and install a synthetic
netting over all belfry openings to prevent their return.
(Half of that estimate is simply the cost of renting a
man-lift for the five days of work required.) When a
firm contract is proposed, it will be presented to the
vestry for a decision. In the meantime, sexton George
Regester and the staff are doing their best to keep the
Narthex clean of feathers and droppings.

Wind Damage

As everyone knows, Hurricane lke arrived in Ohio the

evening of September 14 and blew down trees, power
lines and roofing material. Some of that roofing material

came off our roofs at St. Paul's Church! Some asphalt
shingles were lost off the back of the Parish Hall, and a
large section of slate was blown off the Church roof.

Local roofing contractor Dave Zywiec has repaired the

damage — we are very lucky to have Dave on call for
these repairs!

Dining Room

The Episcopal Church Women have been funding the
on-going renovation of the Dining Room the past couple
of years and the project is nearing completion. A cabinet
to hold the white folding tables will be built by carpenter
Norm Hansen (who built the new cabinetry already
installed) and then local painting contractor Jim Cook
will finish the job. The old wall paper will be removed,
the walls repaired, and the walls and old woodwork
painted. We are looking forward to seeing the finished
project and are grateful to the ladies for their good work
and generosity.

Waltz Properties

The two properties recently purchased from Virginia
Waltz have been cleaned up (see the Gardening Group’s
report) and the structures have been liste€Caigslist

(on the internet) for removal and renovation. We have
received no fewer than 35 inquiries regarding salvage of
the homes’ contents, six of which have expressed an
interest in moving the buildings to another location and
renovating them. We sincerely hope this can be done.
Although the church cannot make use of the structures,
we would like to see them rehabilitated and put to use if
at all possible.

Respectfully submitted,
Tim ScheelBuilding & Grounds Vestry Liaison

Hildegarde Bender will begin leading a study of
Deepak Chopra’'sTHE THIRD JESUS in November.
For details talk with Hildegarde or with Jennifer L eider.



OUTREACH: FREE FARMERS’ MARKET

generously contribute to the FFM. If you would like to
become a volunteer or donor please contact Paul

August: 224 families with 80 Bunner or me.
seniors, 319 adults and 208 _
children were served October contributors please donate

Paper Towels (single rolls, please):
We purchased a total of 3,522

pounds of food from The Hildegarde and Earl Bender
Akron-Canton Regional Food Mary Jane and Phil Brewer
Bank at a cost of $473.49.

Average cost of food was 13¢ Bette Clough

per pound. Free items Lois & Ed Eiseman

included bread, peaches, ]
green  peppers, spaghetti Pat & Harv Morris
sauce, chicken noodle soup, Liza Wallace
onions and cabbage. We

purchased 800 pounds of

potatoes, 960 pounds of

bananas, 192 pounds of carrots, 192 pounds of onions
and 135 pounds of cabbage from Marc's at a cost of \We are forming a committee to take over the running
$504.41and 100 loaves of bread from Aldi Foods at a of our food ministry and are still in need of volunteers
cost of $99.00. to train in the operations of Free Farmers Market.

Panera’s Bread donated bread and pastries valued at There are many areas of operation that are available.
$380.27 Please speak to Paul or me if you are interested.

Please drop off your donations at the
Free Farmers Market Table in the
lower hallway.

Please continue to drop ablaper grocery bagst the
Free Farmers’ Market Table.

Our appreciation and thanks to Harv Morris who has
been picking up bakery donations from Super K-Mart
for each FFM. Many blessings,

Susan S. Bunner,

Thank you also to the man olunteers who have )
you y vou w v Director FFM

staffed the Free Farmers Market, as well as to all who

OUTREACH: WOMEN’S SHELTER

October donations: Shampoo

(Please leave in the red box under FFM table)
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TREASURER’S TOTALS AND BOOKKEEPER'S BASICS

The financial reports for the month ending August 31, 2008, was pregerttezl Vestry at its September meeting. The

following is a summary of the Operating Fund report:

MONTH ENDING 31 August 2008 BUDGETED ACTUAL DIFFERENCE
Income
Pledges $ 140,936 $ 130,908 $ (10,028)
Other Donations 27,712 30,698 2,986
Transfers from Other Funds 0 1,140 1,140
Miscellaneous Income 1,667 2,060 393
Investments 6,940 4,484 (2,456)
Grants 4,500 11,677 7,177
Total Income $ 181,755 $ 180,967 $ (788)
Expenses
Payroll $ 94,277 $ 102,282 (8,005)
Program 46,413 46,499 (86)
Operations 43,299 57,277 (13,978)
Property Acquisition 0 1,793 (1,793)
Total Expenses $ 183,989 $ 207,851 $ (23,862)
Operating Surplus/Deficit $ (2,234) $ (26,884) $ (24,650)
Debt Principal paid from Operating Income
Mortgage Principal 1,662 1,662 0
Total Surplus/Deficit $ (3,896) $ (28,546) $ (24,650)

Less red ink....

Even though the spreadsheet shown above shows a -

nearly $25,000 deficit, there is good news! This deficit
is $581lessthan it was at the end of July.

Now for the details....

Anticipated pledge income at the end of the summer
was down by OVER $10,000! If you are behind on
your pledge and can bring it current, please do so as
soon as possible.

Investments are down by nearly $2,500. The
market, as we all know, is performing poorly and

seems to be getting worse. We believe our
investments are well managed in the Diocesan Joint
Investment Fund, but even the best management
can't overcome negative market factors.
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On the expense side:

Payroll is $8,000 more than budgeted. As we have
reported before, this results three things: a small
increase in health insurance costs, a 2007 continuing
education expense that wasn’t paid until January
2008, and the salary and benefits paid to our new
intern which were not included in our original
budget. A good portion of that is covered by grant
monies from the diocese (which accounts for the
excess income shown under “Grants” on the in-
flows side of the ledger).

Program is right on budget! We made up nearly a
$4,000 over-run as budget caught up with reality this
month.

Operations is nearly $14,000 over budget. There is
only one reason for this, our lovely but aging
building. As we’ve said before, that's the big item

. an aging facility in need of more frequent and



more costly maintenance and repairs. By the end of
August, we had paid over $7,900 in unanticipated
repair costs and over $1,000 more in utilities than we
had expected. The remainder is made up of some of
the expenses incurred in acquiring the Waltz
properties and the payment of interest on our (at this
point) interest-only debt on that purchase to Western
Reserve Bank. These latter expenses were not
budgeted at all since that purchase opportunity only
arose during 2008.

We are very appreciative of the generosity and support
of our parishioners ... and we hate to sound like a

broken record ... but it mostly boils down to this —
St. Paul’s is your church. It can only exist and do its
ministry, pay its bills, and stay in operation as you
support it financially. To the extent you are able, please
bring your pledges current and, if possible, go that extra
mile with a small additional gift this summer.

It would sure help!

Thanks and blessings,
Nancy Marquard Treasurer
David Riffer,Financial Secretary

CROP WaALK: OCTOBER 5

CROP Walk Will Be October 5

The annual Medina churches’ participation in Church
World Services’ CROP Walk will be October 5 at 1:00
p.m. There will be a two-mile walk and a six-mile walk.

What does CROP stand for?

When CROP began in
1947 (under the wing of
Church World Service,
which was founded in
1946), the name was an
acronym for the Christian
Rural Overseas Program;
its primary mission was to
help Midwest farm
families to share their grain
with hungry neighbors in post-World War Il Europe and
Asia. Reflective of a program that for several decades
has been both urban and rural, today CROP stands for
Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty and
identifies interfaith hunger education and fundraising
events sponsored by Church World Service and
organized by 21 CWS/CROP regional offices across the
U.S.

When was the first CROP Hunger Walk?

On October 17, 1969, a thousand people in Bismarck,
ND, walked in what may have been the first-ever CROP

Hunger Walk — and raised $25,000 to help stop hunger.
Several other CROP Hunger Walks occurred soon

thereafter, and before long there were hundreds of CROP
Hunger Walks each year in communities nationwide.
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How many CROP Hunger Walks are there?

Each year, some 2,000 communities across the U.S.
sponsor CROP Hunger Walks. More than five million
CROP Hunger Walkers have participated in more than
36,000 CROP Hunger Walks in the last two decades
alone.

Where do CROP Hunger Walk funds go?

CROP Hunger Walks help to support the overall
ministry of Church World Service, especially the
grassroots, hunger-fighting development efforts of
partner agencies in some 80 countries. CROP Hunger
Walks help to provide tools of hope that empower
people to meet their own needs. From seeds and tools, to
wells and water systems, to technical training and micro-
enterprise loans, the key is people working together to
identify their own development priorities, their strengths
and their needs — something CWS has learned through
some 61 years of working in partnership around the
world.

In addition, each local CROP Hunger Walk can choose
to return up to 25 percent of the funds it raises to local
hunger-fighting programs.

St. Paul’s Patrticipation

One of St. Paul's Vestry liaisons for outreach ministries,
Brian Slaminka, is the CROP Walk coordinator, and will

be one of the walkers. If you would like to be a walker
or to sponsor a walker, please talk with Brian.



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS

Sunday School is in full swing. It's great to have
everyone back. The Cherub Choir is going well. | am
enjoying singing with our little ones. They are so
exuberant and full of life. Our Youth Choir under the
direction of Barbara Fieger is going well too. Both
Barbara and | will let you know when each of the choirs
will be performing.

There are several activities lined up for October both for
everyone. On Sunday, October 5 we will have a Pet
Blessing at 4:00 p.m. The Crop Walk is also on this day.
We hope as many of you that can, children and adults,
will walk in this years event. If you cannot walk there
are several of our parishioners who would love to be
sponsored.

On Saturday, October 11 there is a Christian Educators’
Retreat at Grace Church in Ravenna. This was
mentioned to all my teachers at the Teacher Workshop in
September. Please let me know by October 6 if you plan
on attending. This is the deadline to make reservations
with Grace Church. There will be a Keynote Speaker,
workshops to help with teaching ideas and other teachers
to exchange and share ideas with. Susan McDonald,
Assistant to the Bishop for Christian Formation, will be
there to lend support. Lunch will be provided and
childcare is available.

On Sunday, October 12 we will welcome the newly
baptized William Gray Ivey into our family here at St
Paul's. Let's all be present with his parents Melani& a

Jeff and his sister Lilly as William is baptized. The
Iveys are hosting a luncheon reception in the Dining
Room following the service. All are welcome.

Come join your fellow parishioners on Sunday, October
19 for Game night. This is for all families, young and
old, to enjoy a fun evening out. Bring your favorite
games or cards. Anyone f@hutes and Laddersr
Candy Lan@ How abouBridge or Scrabbl® [I've got
UNO andYahtzee. Bring a hearty snack to share and
let’s have fun.

We end the month of October with one of our favorite
events. The Halloween Festival and Pot Luck will be
held on Sunday, October 26, following our 10:00 a.m.
service. Everyone is invited and encouraged to wear his
or her costume to church. Let's see who has the most
unusual costume this year. There will be games, crafts,
pumpkin carving and the ever popular pifiata. | am
looking for donations of Halloween candy to put in the
pinata. A box labeled “Halloween Candy” will be
outside the Christian Education Office for your
donations. Your donation is greatly appreciated.

In Christ’s Service,
Mary Anthony,
Director of Religious Education

AN ALPHABET OF PRAYERS

Judy Fleener, a clergy spouse, a friend of our rector,
and an oblate of the Order of Julian of Norwich, has
shared with us\n Alphabet of Prayers

I was first introduced to an alphabet of prayers by
Madeleine L'Engle and have used them to my benefit for
many years. | present this alphabet to you to pray as you
may need them. Because | have sung in church choirs
for over 60 years, many of my choices are from the
Hymnal. You may have preferences that you will
substitute. | pray this alphabet of prayers each day. Judy

Il shall be well. Julian of Norwich

lessed are you, O Lord God, King of the
Universe. BCP)
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ome Holy Ghost our souls inspirélymn 503

eath no longer has dominion over hirRagcha
Nostrum)

ver-present God, help me to remember your
presence.

or God alone my soul in silence wait®salm
62)

od of your goodness, give me yoursellulian
of Norwich

umbly | adore thee, verity unseehlyfmn 315



nto your hands, O Lord, | commend my spirit.
(BCP)

esus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

ing of gentlenessHymn 193
ove was his meaningl{lian of Norwich

ake me an instrument of your peacé&t (
Francig

ot my will but yours be done

ut of Jesus we all come: In Him we are all
enclosed; Into Him we shall all gdylian of
Norwich)

repare the way of the Lordséiah 40

ue mandais hacer de miWliat would you have
of me? St. Therepa

ejoice, again | say, rejoicélymn 48}

end us out to do the work you have given us to
do BCP

hou didst give thyself for me, now | give myself
to thee Hymn 313

phold all who are in pain or sickness today
(Society for the Propagation of the Gogpel

erity unseenflymn 313

atch over us who are still in our dangerous
voyage 6t. Augusting

P (Greek lettersChi and Rhqg standing for
Christ)

ou know every bird in the sky6alm 50

ion praise thy savior singing, hymns with
exultation ringing. Klymn 320

THE PASTORAL PETS

Dina, the Listening Dog ... listening

You might have read last month that Dina (the
greyhound resident of the Church offices) has become a

14

Listening Dog Curious about what on earth that means?
Well....

The Children's Department at the Medina Library holds
a program calledit, Stay, Readnce a month. Reading
aloud is a vital part of early childhood literacy. For
children who have difficulty reading, or who are shy,
have a hard time reading aloud in front of classmates and
adults. Sit, Stay, Readallows children to read to
specially evaluated Listening Dogs, reducing the anxiety
of reading aloud and provides an opportunity to practice
reading skills. It's fun for readers of all ages and skil
levels!

If you have a child who would like to read to a Listening
Dog, Dina and others will be listening on Tuesday,
October 28, and Thursday, November 13, from 6:00 -
8:00 p.m. Contact the Children's Department at the
Medina Library (330-725-0588) to sign up!

St. Francis Day Blessing

A blessing of animals (including stuffed toy animals)
will be held at St. Paul's Parish on Sunday, October 5, at
4:00 p.m. Be sure to put that on your calendar!

See you there,
The Pastoral Pets



EpriscorpAL CHURCH WOMEN NEWS

October Meeting — Stan Hywet Outing

Our October outing is a trip to Stan Hywet Hall in Akron
on October 1. We will meet at the church for Eucharist
at 10:30 a.m. and carpool at 11:00 a.m. to Stan Hywet
for lunch. Box lunches are being provided by the
Mustard Seed Market. A guided behind-the-scenes
Decorative Arts tour will follow lunch.

Crafters for St. Nicholas Tea

Ladies and gentlemen who wish to make crafts for the
St. Nicholas Tea are invited to join us on Thursdays
from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. in the dining room.
Please bring a brown bag lunch. We will provide some
projects to work on or bring your own. If you are unable
to attend these sessions, we appreciate your working on
items at home.

CPC (Church Periodical Club) Sunday

October 5 is CPC Sunday. In 1888 the Church
Periodical Club was co-founded by Mary Ann Fargo,
wife of a member of the Wells Fargo Stage Coach Line
family, Mortimer Fargo, at the Church of the Holy
Communion in New York City. Today this organization
is a mission of Episcopal Church Women all over the
world. The CPC supplies books, magazines, tapes,
videos and computer programs free to those who have
no other source for obtaining them. Recipients include
seminarians studying for the priesthood, churches,
children's camps and youth programs, children's libraries
in rural areas, Indian reservations, school book
replacements because of natural disasters, and many
more. In 2007, the National Books Fund, which
provides money to buy adult books, and the Miles of
Pennies Fund, which pays for children's books, granted a
little more than $45,000, with a goal of changing the
world one book at a time. We realize there are currently
SO0 many requests for your money and we appreciate
whatever amount you may be able to give. Please

consider contributing to this worthy mission. An
envelope will be provided on October 5 with the Sunday
bulletin. Checks should be made payablé&toPaul's
Episcopal Churctwith “CPC” on the memo line.

Cedar Hills Women’s Retreat

On October 24 and 25 the ECW of the Western Reserve
Deanery (of which we are a part) is sponsoring a
reflective retreat for women at Cedar Hills Conference
Center near Painesville. The cost of the retreat is $80,
which includes lodging and meals. The retreat begins at
4:00 p.m. Friday afternoon and runs until 4:00 p.m. on
Saturday afternoon. The Rev. Carol Evans, the Rector
of Grace Church, Ravenna, and Dean of the Western
Reserve Deanery, has graciously offered to be our
spiritual leader as she did five years ago at our last
retreat. If you would like to spend a quiet, reflective
time away from the rigors and worries of your everyday
life and enjoy the fellowship of the women of our ECW
and the other churches in our Deanery, please consider
joining us. Make your check payableSa Paul's ECW
and give to Roberta Johnson or place it in the ECW
mailbox outside the church office. Please sign the sheet
posted on our bulletin board in the Parish information
center (lower level of the Parish House adjacent to the
stairway) no later than October 12. We plan to carpool.
If you need a ride or have any questions, call Roberta at
330-723-0525.

November Meeting

On November 5 we will meet at 11:30 for Eucharist,
followed by a potluck luncheon. One of our members,
Sarah Steiner, is presenting a program about the Lake
Erie Labrador Retriever Rescue organization, of which
she is a member. Please bring a tube of toothpaste to
donate to the Medina County Home.

Roberta JohnsarPresident

WORSHIP AND THE ALTAR GUILD

Worship

As you read this, we may already have celebrated our
Fifth Annual Red Mass and be well underway with our

Fall schedule. (Of course, the U.S. Postal service may
surprise us and deliver the newsletter on time this month,
so perhaps the Red Mass is yet to come. If you are
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reading this on or before September 29, 2008, please
join us for that service at 7:00 p.m.!)

Sunday and Wednesday Evenings offer an alternative
time to receive Holy Communion at St. Paul's Parish.
These services frequently use prayers from Celtic
sources (such as tHhena Community Worship Bopk



Brendan O’Malley’sCeltic Primer or the bookCeltic
Daily Prayen. Please join us at 5:30 pm on Sundays
and 6:30 pm on Wednesdays.

In commemoration of St. Francis of Assisi, whose feast
day is October 4, a Blessing of the Animals will be held
at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 5, 2008. Bring your
dogs, cats, horses, snakes, birds, stuffed animals, or
whatever. Please cage or suitably restrain your pets!
We don’t want anybody to get lost.

Liturgical Color

The liturgical color will be green until November 23, the
Feast of Christ the King (also known as the Last Sunday
after Pentecost). That Sunday we will use white
vestments. The following Sunday, November 30, is the
First Sunday of Advent when we will change to blue,
using the lovely set of vestments donated by Don and
Venette Powell.

Church Signs

| drove past a couple of interesting church signs recently.
In addition to their service times, address and telephone
number, they included these messages.

God Loves You and We Approve of this Message
A Day without the Lord is a Day Wasted

Have you seen any good messages on church signs?
(Wouldn't it be nice if we could offer such “sentence
sermons” on our sign?)

Altar Guild Membership

The Altar Guild is always open to all who wish to join
this important ministry. Our teams serve once every
four weeks and we would love to have you joins us.
Please contact me, any member of the Guild, Pastoral
Assistant Jennifer Leider, or Fr. Eric.

Kim Kelly, Vestry Liaison for Worship and
Altar Guild Director

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED

Please look over this list:we have been remembering the following people, at the requegssistiioners, for many
weeks. Are prayers still needed? Have they recovered® tHay entered larger life in God's Presence? Should we be
offering thanks or petitioning God for their repose? Pleaseideknow so that our prayers are not needlessly, or

inappropriately, offered.

Our National Church
Our Armed Forces

Marisa Freiberger
James Godbee

Cynthia Azbill Byron Godbee
Benjamin Behrend Don Gossard

Ron Bell Bev Gruden

Marilyn Bowman Corey Hills

Logan Boyd Emily Jackson & family

Mary Jane Brewer Carol Justice
Carolyn Brickner
Wendell Burrough
Beverly Califf
Bea Cleveland
Teri Crial

Richard deLuna
Susan Doraty

Darlene Duke

Sandy Laubert
lla Mae Lloyd
Lily Love

Jane Maurer
Geeta Morris
Chris Mosey
Rosanna Powell

Michael Early Venette Powell
Nell Ellis Daniel Prokes
Jim Evans Pete Rademacher

Jeanne Frederick Ondria Revlett

Margaret & Will Kless

Sandy Rivas

Carl Rock

Kristy Sherman
Karen Slaminka
Helen Sobole

Ray Saniga

Ray & Vicki Sizemore
Stephanie Sizemore
Charlie Stehno
Jennifer Stotts

Jill Sutman

Chuck Vaigl

Ben Vanderpool
Marian Wade

Rita Wershing

Frank Wszelaki
Joyce Lynn Williams
Amy Cara

Mike, Laura, Jannice
Ericka, Seth

We try to keep our prayer list up-to-date, but that isn’t passibless we hear from you. If these prayer needs are no
longer current, please let the Church Office know at 330-725-413¢n@il us at coffice@stpauls-medina.org.
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