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RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS

It was a rough Advent! Just as we were preparing for
Christmas, there were five deaths that affected our parish
family. Mark Hansen’s mother Paula passed away, and
Mark and Keni made the sad but necessary trip to Mt.
Pleasant, lowa, to bury her body next to Mark’s father’s.

Jean Beane, a long-time parishioner and stalwart of the
St. Nicholas Tea, fell and broke her hip, then passed on
after hip replacement
surgery. John Bostwick
Ill, son of John and
Linda Bostwick, died
unexpectedly. Long-
time member Lloyd
Treleaven passed awa
in his sleep a weekK
before Christmas. And
tragically, Medina High
senior Jessica Schaefe
not a member of the
parish but known tojs
many congregants, die@ll
from injuries sustained
in an automobile
accident. We extend
our sympathies and condolences to every family and
each person touched by these losses.

May the rays of
happiness
shine on you always . . .

And take you to
greater heights . .

Death is always a reminder of mortality, but it is, as the
Prayer Book tells us, an opportunity for us to reflect
upon Christ's redemption of the world and that fact that
for us as Christians, life is not ended, merely changed.
The lives of Paula, John, Jean, Lloyd and Jessica have
not been ended; they have been enlarged! These five are
at peace in the glorious Presence of God.

That is really why we celebrated Christmas — because of
what happened at Easter! Babies are born all the time
and people die all the time, but resurrection promises
eternal life! Christmas and Good Friday would both be

meaningless were it not for Easter!

As the New Year dawns, let us reflect on that fact, that
we are an “Easter People” as our Eastern Orthodox
brothers and sisters remind us. We have an Easter faith
that promises us resurrection and eternal life in the
Kingdom of God which is both here already and yet to
come. The New Year is a time to remember that and to
experience the here-and-not-yet-here nature of God’'s
Presence among us and to reflect on what that means in
our lives. Someone has written about modern life:

New Year

and always!

This is the age of the half-read page

and the quick hash and the mad dash

and the bright night with the nerves tight;

the plane hop and the brief stop,

the lamp tan in a short span,

the big shot and the good spot,

the brain strain and the heart pain,

the cat naps till the
spring snaps,

and the fun's done and
then comes taps.

New Year's Day is a
good time to slow
down, to make some
resolutions, to
appreciate God's
grace and blessings,
to reflect on the past,
and to look to the
future.

With every good wish
for the New Year, |
offer this prayer for

all of us at St. Paul’s Parish:

Come, Holy Spirit,

Spirit of the Risen Christ, be with us today and
always.

Be our Light, our Guide, and our Comforter.

Be our Strength, our Courage, and our Sanctifier.
May this new year be a time of deep spiritual growth
for us,

A time of welcoming your graces and gifts,

A time for forgiving freely and unconditionally,

A time for growing in virtue and goodness.

Come, Holy Spirit,

Be with us today and always. Amen.

Remember that our Annual Parish Meeting will be held
on January 25, 2008. There will be a single celebration
of the Holy Eucharist that morning at 9:00 a.m. followed
by the Business Session at 10:00 a.m. and a potluck
brunch thereafter. Come participate in your church’s
decision-making processes, help elect new leadership for
the coming year, and chart our course for the future!

New Year's Blessings to All!

In Christ’'s Holy Name,
Fr. Eric+



THE INTERN’S CORNER: ADVENT

My life flows on in endless song;
Above earth’s lamentation

| hear the sweet though far off hymn
That hails a new creation:

Through all the tumult and the strife
| hear the music ringing;

It finds an echo in my soul—
How can | keep from singing?

2 S € 9
- Robert Lowry, 1860 S5 '

From the time when | was very young, | was always

singing. Sometimes | would be singing songs | knew

from Sesame Street. Other times, | would make

something up from what | saw around me. “Bubble,

bubble rice cooker” is a family favorite!

Human beings have always been singing. It seems to be

a natural response of the human heart, an impulse that
can't be contained. We sing in the shower, we sing the

national anthem at baseball games, we sing to our gg please join me for an exploration of music and song
children and grandchildren. Some of us sing with a5 spiritual practices!Singing Our Liveswill begin on

remarkable ability. Some can read music, and many can January 11, 2009, and continue for five sessions. The
appreciate the beauty of a choir singing together for the tentative schedule is:

glory of God. We sing when we gather around a

campfire, on the playground, and at home. And we sing January 11 — Why We Sing _
when we gather as God’s people in worship. January 18 — Music & Song in Scripture _
_ _ o , _ February 1 — Music & Song in the Church’s History
Dr. Don Saliers, irPracticing Our Faith, writes: “The February 8 — Exploring your Favorite Hymns
act of singing together is deeply and indelibly human. February 15 — Music & Song at St. Paul's

When we sing, words are given greater range and power )

than when we speak. Something is shared in singing N Christ's Name,

that goes beyond words alone. Among Christians, this Jennifer Leider,

something has taken shape over many centuries in a Pastoral Assistant (*Intern”)
practice that expresses our deepest yearnings and dearest

joy: the practice of singing our lives.”

BISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL

Thank you to all the families of St. Paul's who

generously contributed to the 2008 Bishop’s Annual

Appeal. We received contributions from 33 families
_‘ totaling $2,817.00. This was 80.49% of our $3,500.00
) goal.

Faithfully,
Paul Bunner
Vestry Outreach Liaison




TREASURER’S TOTALS

Dear Parishioners:

The financial reports for the month ending November

30, 2008, were presented to the Vestry at its December
15 meeting. A summary of the Operating Fund report is
shown below. | hate to sound like a broken record, but

As we have reported before, there are two big overages
on the expense side:

Payroll is larger than expected because,
after adoption of the budget, we hired
Intern Jennifer Leider.

Building Maintenance is higher because

of boiler replacement, roof repairs, and

chasing away and cleaning up after bees,
bats, pigeons and starlings (and

preventing their future return).

The first of those overages is partially offset by a grant
from the Bishop’s Office as you can see in the more-
than-$12,000 excess income under “Grants”.  The
second could have been paid out of pledge income, if all
pledging households were current. We understand that

the economy is tight ... the church experiences the
economic down-turns no less than do its members! But
we must ask ...

If you can do something about that arrearage, please
do so! If you are the head of a pledging household,
you can do something about this deficit. Please bring
your pledge current! We depended on you when we
drew up the budget for this year and we are still
depending on you. We need your help to pay the
church’s obligations.  Without your pledge, we
cannot do so! Please, bring your pledge up to date.

David Riffer ended his long service as parish
bookkeeper on December 31, 2008. Together with Fr.
Funston and the Vestry, | want to thank David for his
tireless service, his good humor, and his invaluable
assistance in keeping track of our financial affairs. |
look forward to working with Marguerite as she takes on
the bookkeeping tasks, but we will all miss Dave in this
roll. We’re glad he and Sherry are still going to be
members of St. Paul's Parish!

Thanks and blessings,
Nancy Marquard

MONTH ENDING 30 November 2008 BUDGETED ACTUAL DIFFERENCE
Income
Pledges $ 193,787 $ 179,029 $ (14,758)
Other Donations 36,813 45,923 9,110
Transfers from Other Funds 0 1,140 1,140
Miscellaneous Income 2,292 2,630 338
Investments 9,542 6,583 (2,959)
Grants 4,500 17,059 12,559
Total Income $ 246,934 $ 252,364 $ 5,430
Expenses
Payroll $ 129,193 $ 146,052 $ (16,859)
Program 62,565 57,874 4,691
Operations 59,500 73,652 (14,152)
Property Acquisition 0 1,793 (1,793)
Total Expenses $ 251,258 $ 279,371 $ (28,113)
Operating Surplus/Deficit $ (4,324) $ (27,007) $ (22,683)
Debt Principal paid from Operating Income
Mortgage Principal $ 1,662 $ 1,662 0
Total Surplus/Deficit $ (5,986) $ (28,669) $ (22,683)



WARDEN’S WONDERINGS

Where did it go?

Well 2008 has indeed flown by! What a year it has
been, too. A lot of things have happened and a lot of
new friends have been made. It has been my sincere
pleasure to act as Senior Warden these past twelve
months. It has helped me grow spiritually and allowed
me to give something back to the church which gives me
so much. And | think as a vestry we have accomplished
some things which should help St Paul's Parish continue
to grow into the future. At the beginning of the year at
our vestry retreat we set in motion several goals for the
year that we hoped to accomplish and in reflection |
think as a vestry we did a pretty good job. You never
get everything done as there are always new things that
pop up from time to time, but generally speaking | think
we finished most of what we intended to do:

1. We completed the purchase of the two Waltz
properties. A special thank you to all who participated
in this endeavor. 1 think as the new year progresses you
will begin to see these properties transformed into usable
space for the church.

2. We embraced the Natural Church Development
program and created a new Church Health Team.

Our minimum factor was dianosed and programs are
already in motion to help the people of St Paul’'s grow in
our Passionate Spirituality A special thank you to all of
our CHT members who have made this program such a
success.

3. We supported our Youth Group on their big Mission
Trip to the south. We held our first annual Gentlemen’s
Cake Auction which, with the generosity of our parish,
made nearly $3,000 which was put towards this
program. It was such a success your vestry voted just
Monday to do it again in 2009 with the funds again
supporting the youth on a mission trip (this year to
Appalachia). Thanks to Mark Hansen for pulling this
off. If he ever needs work, we know he can be an
auctioneer!

4. We had a very successful Vacation Bible School
Program with almost 50 children participating. And

what a project it was. | never knew we had so many
handy persons around. The children had a wonderful
experience and the adults who participated did as well.
A special thank you to Bob and Mary Anthony and Ray
and Vicki Sizemore who really put on a great show!

5. We did a lot of serious renovations to the church itself
thanks to some thoughtful donations, particularly in the
chancel. Much needed improvements were made as well
to things most of us never even see. We have a beautiful
building but let's face it is old and needs a lot of TLC
from time to time. A special thank you to our building
and grounds liaison Tim Scheel; you kept this place in
tip top shape.

6. We created our first Endowment Fund and started a
new Legacy Program. We helped educate people on
ways to remember your church long after we are gone.
Refer again back to item No. 5 above - those
renovations were made possible by the generosity of one
family in particular who remembered St Paul's. A
special thank you to our Endowment Committee who
helped us kick this program off.

7. We really kicked up the fellowship among members
attending all services. We had baseball games, golf
outings, cook-outs, potlucks ... and well the list goes on.
A special thank you to Mark and Keni Hansen again for
heading up our Fellowship programs.

8. We brought on our new Pastoral Assistant Jennifer
Leider who has already made a difference. Families
with young children, ladies who love to knit, and adults
who seek education are but just a few of the many
people she has touched this past year. What a blessing.

9. We expanded our Holistic Small Group program by
continuing the Foyer Group program, as well as other
small groups with various themes. These foyer groups
allow families and friends to gather and dine and get to
know each other and share common interests. Thanks to
Mark again for kicking this off.

10. We kicked off a very successful Parish
Conversations agenda where we prayed together and
communicated with the parish what was happening in
and around St. Paul's. Stewardship is a difficult task but
Ray Sizemore, our Stewardship Chair, and Fr. Funston
did an outstanding job of putting this entire program
together.

11. Our outreach programs continue to be some the very
best around Medina, especially Free Farmers’ Market.
And we are setting in motion a new team of persons to
help out in the future to insure these programs continue
for many years to come. A special thank you to Paul



and Susan Bunner who do such a wonderful job putting
this program together.

12. Our music and worship activities are second to none.
Bishop Williams asked just the other day what would be
missed most if St Paul's wasn't here. Two things came
to mind immediately. One is Free Farmers’ Market

which was just mentioned. The other is our Brown Bag

Concert program where people gather to listen to
beautiful music. A special thank you to Sue Hartman for
getting that program started three years ago.
too, to our Music Director and our Rector who have
planned and executed our music and worship this year.

13. We focused on our children and young adults in a
very special way. We actually changed our bylaws to
allow the addition of an elected Youth Representative:
the position’s one-year term allows a member of the St
Paul's Youth Group, elected by the youth, to participate
on the vestry. A special thank you to Audrey King for

taking on this task. And another special thank you to

vestry members Pam Ruesch, Geeta Morris, and John

Thanks,

Syme, and to youth group adviser Ray Sizemore and
Director of Religious Education Mary Anthony who all
helped steer our children and youth programs this year.

14. And last but not least we found several new church
members to succeed those of us who are going off vestry
in 2009. The very first NCD principle is called
Empowering Leadership Simply put it is finding and
training those to replace and carry on the leadership of
the church. We have done that and they will be
presented at our annual meeting in late January. | am
personally very excited about all of the new candidates
who | think will do a wonderful job.

It has been my pleasure to be associated with such a
wonderful team.

Happy New Year to all.

Bob Otworth
Senior Warden, 2008

OUR PARISH BICENTENNIAL IS APPROACHING

Happy New Year!

We are getting ever closer to the year
2017 — the 200th Anniversary of S
Paul's Episcopal Church in Medina!

This might seem a long way off, but it i
not. Time goes by so fast. It's time t
start thinking about how to celebrat
200 years of St. Paul's! (And, by th
way, 2009 will be the 125th anniversai
of our building!)

| have a picture here from about 193 .
during the commemoration of the 120t
Anniversary, of parishioners ot
horseback, by a replica of the log cab
built in 1817. This log cabin was th
first Episcopal Church in the Weymout
areal

They started to celebrate one year ahe
of time with a parade in May by the
cabin. Perhaps we could do the same for the 200th

Or what about a
What are your

Anniversary?
- time capsule?
ideas?

In the showcase we have a cut of
wood, which was from the St.

Paul's, Medina, Centennial in

1917 with a date burned into the
wood.

If the trees in back of the new
property were coming down, or
cuts of wood from other places,
we could do this. With a steel cut
(brand) made up at Standard
Welding located on State Road,
we could mark wood with the
date of the 200th anniversary and
sell them!

Gwendolyn Eagleson
Parish Archivist



VESTRY APPOINTEE AND NOMINEES

When Brian Slaminka resigned from the Vestry, it called
into play that provision of our by-laws which requires
the remaining Vestry members to appoint a replacement.
At the December 15, 2008, meeting, the Vestry
appointed Hildegarde Bender to serve the remaining two
years of Brian’s term.

At that meeting, the Nominations Committee also
reported a slate of four very fine candidates for election
at the 2009 Annual Meeting of the Parish. They are
John Abbott, Barbara Baird, Bobbie Foy, and Jeff Ivey.

We have asked Hildegarde and each of the nhominees to
provide a short biographical statement and a brief
comment about their vision for the future of the parish.

John J. Abbott

John J. Abbott grew up in Sandusky, Ohio, after
spending his first two years in this world in Europe due
to his father being in the Army. John graduated from
Bowling Green State University in 1995 with a degree in
Political Science and minor in Economics. John met his
wife Michelle in 1999 in Monroe, Michigan, and later
married in September 2003. John and Michelle have
two girls: Autumn, age 4, and Gwen, age 1. John and
family live here in Medina and have attended St. Paul’s
since 2004. John is the Branch Manager at FirstMerit
Bank on Burbank Road in Wooster. After faith and
family, John most enjoys golf, and cheering on Ohio
State and Cleveland sports teams, as torturous as that
sometimes can be!

John’s vision for St. Paul's is to continue the welcoming,
accepting culture that he and Michelle first experienced
back in 2004 as newcomers to the Parish, as well as
being part of the growing process we continue to live
everyday. With John’s economic and financial
background, he looks forward to taking on a larger role
in St. Paul’'s Parish’s spiritual and fiscal growth.

Barbara Baird

Having been a member of St. Paul's Parish for more
than 45 years, | have been active in several areas of
Parish, Deanery and Diocesan life. | have served on the
Vestry under five rectors; my responsibilities have
included Clerk of the Vestry, Hospitality, Grounds, and
Junior and Senior Warden. At the Deanery level, | have
been on the board of officers for the Episcopal Church
Women serving in several capacities including President
of the Regional and Deanery ECW. My Diocesan

activities have included Coordinator for the Diocesan
United Thank Offering, delegate to four ECW
Triennials, delegate to five Province V annual meetings,
and most recently serving as Diocesan ECW president
and liaison for the ECW with Diocesan Council for three
years.

I look forward to serving St. Paul's again, envisioning
that the coming years will continue to bring growth to
our Parish and more community awareness of our
congregation and its ministries in Medina.

Hildegarde Bender

My husband Earl and | have been members of St. Paul's
Parish since about 1975, when our youngest daughter
was of confirmation age. We have four grown children,
only two of whom live in Medina, and ten
grandchildren, with the youngest two being 15 already!

| have been a Vestry member at least four times (I
think), and have been on three Search Committees, that |
remember! | am a Deanery Representative, and have
attended several Diocesan Conventions. | have also
enjoyed presenting various group discussions for adult
evening “classes” over the years.

I think the coming few years can be, or will be, exciting
times for our congregation, but also probably very
stressful, as your Vestry will need to make decisions
about our newly acquired properties, our growth in
numbers and programs which stretch us and encourage
our resources and our spirits to grow, and the continuing
progress of The National Church Development program
in our parish. | am pleased to be able to fill in an
unexpired term.

Bobbie Foy
Here’s my life in 500 words or less:

| was born and raised in New Jersey, right outside of
NYC. If you're from Jersey, you will ask, “What exit?”
(Exit 165) We attended the Reformed Church of
Oradell, occasionally visiting the Marble Collegiate
Church in NYC to hear Norman Vincent Peale. At the
age of twelve, Proctor & Gamble moved our family to
Cincinnati, Ohio. If you are from there you will ask,
“What high school?” (Mariemont) My family attended
St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Terrace Park where |
was confirmed and my mother still belongs today.



After graduating from college in Kentucky (with a
memorable Baptist experience) | returned home to begin
my career as an elementary art teacher. | met Dennis
soon afterward (that's another 500-word story), and we
were married in 1982 at St. Thomas. After we were
married we “shopped around” for other churches, but felt
most at home in the Episcopal Church and became
members of St. Timothy's Parish in Anderson, suburb of
Cincinnati. It was a perfect compromise for us as
Dennis was raised in the Roman Catholic Church. We
became very involved with St. Timothy’s, where both of
our girls (Claire, 22, and Natalie, 18) were baptized.
The church was growing, and as we left there over
thirteen years ago they were .
completing an addition to the
church, and we were asking
ourselves, “Will it be large
enough?” What an exciting time
to be involved in a church
community! Someday | would
like to be able to ask that same
guestion about a future addition at
St. Paul's!

Since moving to Medina, we have
attended regularly and known
many different parish priests,
Vicki Houk, Stephen Bergman,
Conrad Selnick, Jim Cooney,
Susan Russell, all before Fr. Eric
and our soon-to-be-ordained
intern Jennifer. Our daughters
were both confirmed here at St. Paul’s. | taught Sunday
school every year until this year. Dennis and | most
recently taught the senior high youth together, taking
them on trips to New York City, and Washington, DC,
not to mention the countless outings, church overnights,
spaghetti dinners, the Raise the Roof Fundraiser and
visits to Tower City at Christmas with the youth.

As we are no longer a part of the youth ministry, | felt it
was my time to become involved with the older “youth
group” at the church: the vestry. | was part of the
Columbarium Committee, and | am presently a lay
reader during Sunday services. | hope | am able to share
ideas and learn more about the workings of our church
family here at St. Paul'’s.

I am in my 23rd year as a full time elementary art
teacher at Canavan Elementary in Medina. Dennis is a
regional sales manager for a plastic company, Teknor-

We’re here for you

Color based in Rhode Island. Claire, our oldest
daughter, graduated in four years from the University of
Cincinnati with a degree in Architecture. She is in
graduate school, also at UC completing a work co-op
with an architectural firm in Greenwich Village, living
in New York City until March. Natalie is a senior at
Medina High and was just accepted into the Scripps
School of Journalism at Ohio University in Athens. Our
journey continues!

Jeff lvey

Jefferson Lars Keith Ivey was born January 7, 1973, to

Robert and Karen lvey in Little Rock, Arkansas. Jeff
moved to Ontario, Canada at the
age of 6 and did all of his
schooling there. He earned his
Bachelors in Computer Science
and another Bachelors in
Electrical Engineering from the
University of Western Ontario.
Jeff married Melanie Lewis, in
August 1999.

Melanie and Jeff moved to
Wooster, Ohio, and subsequently
to Medina, Ohio, where they
currently reside. They are the
proud parents of two beautiful
children, William Grey and

Lillian Ann lvey, ages 8 months
and 5 years respectively.

Jeff has been working in
Information Technology for about ten years now and has
worked for a number local companies such as Westfield
Insurance, American Greetings and most recently
National City Bank.

He enjoys spending time with family, computers,
technology, movies, travel, and singing.

He and his wife have been members of St. Paul's Parish
for about four years. They have participated in some of
the activities at the church and helped out as well. He
has begun to serve his community in other ways by
tutoring for Project Learn and giving financially to
charity. Jeff is ready to give more and give back to his
spiritual community and the greater community by
taking on more responsibility within the church.



JANUARY BIRTHDAYS AT ST. PAUL’S

Best wishes and prayers for God's blessings to those
with January Birthdays:

Rodney Cook (01/02) Matthew Glaze (01/05)
Kasey Kirschnick (01/05) Barbara Long (01/05)
Jefferson Ivey (01/07) Jean Taylor (01/08)
Bethann Berno (01/09) James Morgan (01/10)
Bob Otworth (01/15) Rob Thurman (01/17)
Zach Kirschnick (01/19) Graham Anthony (01/21)
Helen Chaney (01/21) Leigh Thurman (01/21)
Gwendolyn Eagleson (01/22) Hannah Smith (01/22)
Jeffrey Demers (01/25) Brock Beech (01/26)

Do you have a January birthday not listed here? If so,
please call the Church Office at 330-725-4131 (or e-mail
us atcoffice@stpauls-medina.ojg

EARLY 2009 FELLOWSHIP EVENTS

“Chill out” after the to miss this annual dinner cooked by your very own
holidays and get Vestry members and served by our Youth Group!

“fired up” for the
New Year with a
chili luncheon after
the Annual Parish
Meeting on January
25, 2008. Bring
your favorite chili
recipe or a dish to
share as we listen to the reports from 2008. You'll also If anyone would like to join the Fellowship committee
be voting for our new vestry members. Let's all make and help plan events for the year, please contact Mark or
2009 a great year for St. Paul's Episcopal Church of Keni Hansen.

Medina, Ohio. So let’s all get “fired up™

Once again we’'ll be wearing the green (or orange) for a
Celtic Feast on March 14, 2008. Everyone enjoyed the
corn beef and cabbage and other delicious Celtic dishes
last year while viewing some photos of Eric and Evie's
trip to the Emerald Isle. We may be able to twist Eric’
arm a bit and have him tell us a story in Gaelic this year.
We’'ll be watchin’ out for the wee folk!

In fellowship,
Mark your calendars for the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Mark HansenJunior Warden and Fellowship Chair
Supper on Tuesday, February 24, 2008. You won't want

Bring your favorite Board Game and a Snack to share!



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS

Happy New Year! | hope everyone had a wonderful
Christmas and were able to spend it with their families.
Remember that Christmas is not over until The Epiphany
on January 6. Once we celebrate Epiphany we can settle
into a little bit of a slower pace, for a while at least.

Sunday School Resumes January 4

Sunday School resumes on Sunday, January 4, 2009.
The focus on the lessons for January in Sunday School
will be to experience the gift of Jesus through the eyes of
the magi (Matthew 2:1-12), to wonder what God’s love
does for Jesus and for us (Mark 1:4-11), to hear that God
knows and loves us, always and everywhere (Psalm
139:1-6, 13-18), and to listen carefully for Jesus’
invitation to “follow me” (Mark 1:14-20).

Three Kings PJ Party, January 10

The children in grades Pre-K through Fifth Grade will
celebrate The Epiphany with a Children’s Pajama Party
on Saturday, January 10, 2009. This is a new activity
added this year for our younger children. We will
celebrate the visit of the Magi (the Three Kings, the
Three Wisemen) to see baby Jesus. We will starBét 4
p.m. have pizza for dinner, celebrate with a Kings’ cake,
play games, do crafts, watch movies and eat popcorn.
Everyone will come in their pajamas. Parents are

welcomed and encouraged to stay. | will need some
parent chaperones to volunteer to stay. This fun evening
will end at 9:00 p.m. (The children will not be sleeping
over at the church.)

Please call the church to reserve your child’'s place.
Jennifer and | need to know how many children and
parents we will have.

First Communion Classes Begin January 31

I will once again be offering First Communion classes
this year. They will begin on Saturday, January 31.
There will be ten classes held on the following dates,
January 31, February 7, 14, 21, 28, March 7, 14, 28 and
April 4, and 18. We will meet from 10:15 — 11:30 a.m.
each week. You can sign up on the First Communion
Sign-up sheet on the Christian Education Bulletin Board
or speak directly with me. | need to know by January 20
so that | can order enough curriculum. There will be a
Parent’s Information evening for those who sign up their
child, on the evening of Monday, January 26 at 7:30
p.m. in the Common Room.

In Christ’s Service,
Mary Anthony,
Director of Religious Education

FROM THE MUSICAL STAFF

Since music is the only art capable of
expressing what is impossible of beir
said in words, it is marvelously suited t
the inexpressible aspirations of the so
toward an infinite of which our sense:
with their narrow limits of perception
and comprehension, cannot conceive.

Louis Vierne, organist & composer
1870-1937.

Advent and Christmas were filled with the efforts and
talents of St. Paul's musicians lifting our spirits.
Whenever | think of the children creating the living
tableau, a smile comes to my face. Whenever | recall
voices raised in song with the sounds of brass and organ,
a smile comes to my face. Whenever | recall the

rehearsals filled with singing and
another smile comes to my face.

laughter,

We were delighted to have some new folks sing
with the choir this Christmas and hope they will
be able to sing with us again. Why not make a
New Year's resolution to visit with us on a
Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.? Be a part of the
expression that “is marvelously suited to the
inexpressible aspirations of the soul.”

Musically,
Bertie Stamper
Music Director

P.S. Our Brown Bag Concerts will begin on the third
Tuesday, February 17th  with Mary Jones on the
hammered dulcimer.



YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES

accommodate about 110 people. Wouldn't it be
wonderful to have a whole group of youth and adults
from the Diocese of Ohio work as a team in Dungannon
this summer.

I have met once already with the Youth Minister from
Trinity and the Youth Leaders from St Andrew’s to
discuss the plans for the trip. They are very excited
about joining us. We plan to meet several more times
and hope to get all our youth together a few times prior
to the trip. Ray Sizemore will be our financial planner
for the trip. He will be meeting with the young people’s
parents to discuss the financial aspects and possible
fundraising ideas on Wednesday, January 7, 2009, at
7:00 p.m. Parents, please mark your calendars for this
very important date. Pam Ruesch will be helping with
other aspects of the trip.

The youth have a Lock-in planned for Friday night,
January 16, 2009. The youth groups from Trinity, St.
Andrew’s, and St James’ have been invited to join us.
Youth, please mark this date on your calendars!

CALLING ALL

YOUTH

We welcome Stephanie Sizemore to our fold. She has
St. Paul's Youth Group have decided on their Mission

decided to help out with our youth and what a great

Trip for the 2009 year. They will be going to work at
Project Help in Dungannon, Virginia, an area of
Appalachia. This trip will take place July 5-11, 2009.

addition she is. The youth love her. It's always nice to
have someone a little closer to the youth’'s age who can
relate with what they are going through.

The youth will repair roofs, build wheelchair ramps,
repair steps, paint, etc. | have reserved 25 spots for us.
We are partnering with the youth group from Trinity
Cathedral and youth from St. Andrew’s, Elyria. They
will each have about 12 people going on this mission
trip. | have also had e-mails from All Saints’, Parma,
Good Shepherd, Lyndhurst, and St. James’, Painesville,
and a phone call from St. Matthew's, Toledo. These
parishes would also like to join us. Project Help can

THANK YOU FROM THE HANSENS

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our

parish family for all your prayers, calls and cards of
sympathy in the recent death of Mark’s mother, Paula
Hansen. Church played an important part in her life and Mark & Keni Hansen
you made her feel a part of St. Paul’'s Parish during her

two years living in Medina.

We welcome and congratulate our newly confirmed
youth Elizabeth Rucinski. Elizabeth was confirmed here
at St. Paul's Parish on December 14 by Bishop
Williams.

In Christ’s Service,

Mary Anthony
Director of Religious Education

We thank you for helping us during our time of sorrow.
With warmest regards,
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OUTREACH: FREE FARMERS’ MARKET

November: A record number of families were served
for Thanksgiving -- 147 households made up of
37 seniors, 235 adults, and 147 children

This month I'm sharing with
you notes of thanks we
recently received from our
clients —

“To all the people at St.
Paul’'s food pantry,

Thank you so very much

for taking time to

organize and distribute

the food each month. It

really is a blessing to me

and so many other folks.

I am truly Thankful to

God for your kindness.

God Bless you and yours this Thanksgiving and
Christmas Season.”

“Dear Farmer’'s Market workers of St. Paul,

Thank you so much for all the work you all do to
make the Farmer’s Market a success. Thank you for
using your Saturdays to help us in need. | really
appreciate everything you give me, too. Last week |
made a stew with the carrots, onions, potatoes,
cream of chicken soup and a small ham — all of
which | got from the Farmer's Market. | had
enough food for a week and | gave some to my older
friend, Shirley. Thanks you so much! Thanks again!
Love, peace, & harmony.”

This is what it's all about — giving and sharing.

A sincere thank you to Scotti and Larry Hammarberg
who contributed a very substantial donation to Free
Farmers Market. Your continued support and help at
Free Farmers Market are very much appreciated.

Thank you to Betty Bres and her son Scott for donating
boxed cereal, apple & cranberry juices, boxed mashed

And thank you to Mama Jo's Homestyle Pies who
donated 300 pies to the Coalition of Medina County
Food Pantries. FFM Market received 78 pies from this
bounty! I'm sure our clients will enjoy this donation.

January Contributions Requested:

January contributors please donate
Canned Tuna:

Hildegarde & Earl Bender
Mary Jane & Phil Brewer
Linda Daley

Rose & Jack Hose
Venette & Don Powell
Liza Wallace

Please drop off your donations at the
Free Farmers Market Table in the
lower hallway.

If you would like to sign up to be a
monthly contributor of specific food
items, please see me.

We are forming a committee to take over the running
of our food ministry and are still in need of volunteers
to train in the operations of Free Farmers Market.
There are many areas of operation that are available.
Please speak to Paul or me if you are interested. This
committee will be meeting in January to develop a plan
for future operations of the Free Farmers Market.

Please continue to drop aoffaper grocery bagst the
Free Farmers’ Market Table.

Paul and | thank all of our volunteers and contributors
who have worked hard and given generously this past
year. May God abundantly bless you in the New Year.

Remember 2-Cent-a-Meal Sunday |is
January 25, 2008, the day of our
Annual Parish Meeting!

Many blessings,
Susan S. Bunner,

potatoes, a case of macaroni & cheese and cases of Director FFM

canned vegetables.
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KEEPING UP THE PROPERTY

Building Committee

As discussed in our article in the December issugtof
Paul's Sword of the Spirithis has been a very busy year
for your Building Committee.

Unfortunately, most of these

“projects” were not something that

could be anticipated: the roof

damage that was caused by the

storm; the hive of bees that could

have caused more damage if left

uncorrected, the rusted-out boiler,

the colonies of bats, pigeons and

starlings in the bell towe, and so on,

and so on....

This only underscores the need for
an adequate budget to allow
maintenance when these unexpected
needs arise. Fortunately, we do
have “reserves” which can be called
upon when an emergency occurs.
But these will not always be
available, especially if we have to
keep tapping them at the rate that
we have needed them recently.

We hope that you will keep these needs and on-going
maintenance issues in mind when you look around our
beautiful building and grounds. These all take some
stewardship including both of personal time and
financial support.

Eastern Property Report

At this time, and after some effort to find a
“deconstructor” or “mover”, we are coming to the
conclusion that demolition is the inevitable end these
properties. We have had four independent groups or
individuals look at the properties with an eye to
rehabilitation: all have concluded that the cost of
removal and refurbishing is prohibitive. We listed the
properties on Craig’'s List and other internet sites and 35
scavengers have asked to look at the properties for
possible salvage items.

The Building Committee has decided to handle salvage
by holding a “silent auction” for items that can be
scavenged from these properties. Sometime in January
or February, 2009, we will allow persons interested in
removing items including base boards, hardware,
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flooring, doors, woodwork, and other items, to give us
their “bid” for their desired items. Once we have those
in hand, we will notify the successful bidders and
arrange for removal of those items prior to demolition.
Pursuant to the demolition permit
already obtained from the City of
Medina Building Department, we
will proceed with the demolition
sometime after mid-February.

Prior to demolition, we will need to
obtain an EPA audit of the
properties to determine if any
hazardous materials, such as
asbestos, are evident. If not, we
will proceed; if there is, we will
need to obtain a removal cost
estimate, have the items removed
and properly disposed of, and then
proceed. We had hoped, as did the
City Building Department, that a
viable alternative to this demolition
was possible. Unfortunately, this
has not been realized.

Looking to the Future

The future holds promise for use of these parcels. A
Master Plan needs to be formulated, and long-term plans
made for the use and development of all of our
properties. This will not be a quick fix, but a thoughtful
input of everyone’s ideas, particularly your Vestry's. |
have offered my assistance as a continuing committee
member, if they so choose, reporting to the Buildings
and Grounds Committee, to proceed with the viable and
vital use of our real estate for the future growth of our
parish.

A Word of Thanks

It has been my pleasure to serve as the Buildings and
Grounds Vestry Liaison this year. | thank the Vestry for
this opportunity, at this important time in the history of
our parish. | also want to thank our Rector and office
personnel, as well as our many “volunteers” whose
many hours of help have allowed us to perform the tasks
that our aging building and new acquisitions require.

Respectfully submitted,
Tim Scheegl
Building & Grounds Vestry Liaison



EpriscorpAL CHURCH WOMEN NEWS

St. Nicholas Tea

Whether you made crafts, baked for the bake sale and
cookie trays, worked in the kitchen preparing food or
served lunch and tea, or helped wash dishes, set up or
clean up, we appreciate all that you did in helping to
make the St. Nicholas Tea a big success once again this
year. Our thanks go out to all who attended and brought
their friends to enjoy lunch and shop. Because as of this
writing we will still be selling crafts one more Sunday,
the final figures are not yet tallied. We will report our
net sales in the next edition of the Sword.

Advent Luncheon

Our Advent luncheon followed Holy Eucharist on
December 10 with our organist, Bertie Stamper,
providing music and a solo by Linda Darling. Thanks to
my fellow officers, Sue Hartman, Ellie Blair and Shirley
Brown, and our hospitality chairwoman, Barbara Baird,
for preparing a delicious lunch.

Medina County Home

Thank you to all who have contributed toothpaste and
other items to donate to the Medina County Home. We
received a very nice letter of thanks from them and know
that our contributions are much appreciated by the staff
and residents.

The ECW will not meet in the month of January.
February meeting

On February 4 we will meet for Eucharist at 11:30 A.M.
followed by a potluck luncheon. We will make favors
and cards to be taken to the Medina County Home for a
Valentine’s party on Saturday, February 14, 2009. Please
bring shampoo to this meeting for donating to the
Medina County Home.

Roberta Johnsan
ECW President

DEepPAK CHOPRA STUDY GROUP

Our book discussion of Deepak Chopra's bobhke
Third Jesus is going well with
some lively discussion. Several
people have asked me about
possibly joining us in January when
we resume, and the answer is a
resoundingrES!

The book is divided neatly into
three somewhat distinct parts. In
November we covered only Part I,
which is basically a broad
introduction to the rest of the book.

Part Il which we will begin in January and February gets
into the *“nitty-gritty” as Dr. Chopra takes multiple
Biblical passages and gives them his interpretation.
(Actually, in her sermon on Sunday, November 16,
Jennifer said similar things to Chopra’s discourse on the
same passage.) So Part Il will become a Bible study also
as Chopra tries to make contemporary what Jesus
preached and helps the reader understand to whom he
addressed his message

So please join us on January 13, 2009, as we resume our
contemplation offhe Third Jesus

Blessings,
Hildegarde Bender

OUTREACH: WOMEN’S SHELTER

January 2009 donations: Liquid Hand Soap

(Please leave in the red box under FFM table)



WORSHIP AND THE ALTAR GUILD

Jesus Is the Center of All We Believe and Do.

We are now fully into the Christmas Season, which runs
until January 6, 2008, The Feast of the Epiphany. The
Blessed Mother has given birth to the Son and our
Savior. The Shepherds have come and gone and we are
awaiting the arrival of the Magi. Joseph will be
receiving his second visit from Angel Gabriel, warning
him to flee with Mary and Jesus to Egypt; to escape of
the impending wrath of King Herod.

The Angel Gabriel has already appeared three times; the
first to Elizabeth (Mary's cousin) proclaiming her
impending birth of her son, John the Baptist. The
second time was to the Virgin Mary, proclaiming her
impending birth of Jesus, and the third time was the
visitation to Joseph (in a dream) reassuring him about
Mary (whom he has yet to wed). The fifth visit from
Gabriel will be to Joseph, (when Jesus is about 6 or 7)
telling him that it is time to move the family from Egypt
back to Israel.

Angels (God’s messengers) appear through out the Bible
stories proclaiming great tidings to those they visit.
Sometimes they appear in person and other times in
dreams. Have you felt that you have been guided by a
guardian angel at some time? If so, how were you
guided, how did you feel, and how did you know it was
a guardian angel? Angels are all around us, and can
appear in many different forms.

We have enjoyed a visitation from Assisting Bishop
Arthur B. Williams, Jr., the Children’s Sunday School
Pageant, Christmas Eve services, and Low Mass on
Christmas Day. Thank you to all who have made this
season so wonderful.

New Library Books

| have added two books by Anne Rice to the church
library, that may be of interesChrist the Lord, Out of
Egypt (a story of Jesus from age 7 to about 13) and
Christ the Lord, Road to Cana (a story of Jesus as an
young adult, leading up to his miracle of turning the
water into wine at the wedding of one of his
kinswomen). | found both to be quite interesting and
hope that you will enjoy them also. Coming soon will be
a copy ofLamb, the Gospel According to Biff-Jesus’
childhood friend.

Altar Guild Membership

The Altar Guild is always open to all who wish to join

this important ministry. Our teams serve once every
four week, and we would love to have you join us.
Please contact me, any member of the Guild, Intern
Jennifer Leider, or Fr. Eric.

Kim Kelly,
Vestry Liaison for Worship and Altar Guild Director

LORD’S PRAYER STUDY

We all know this prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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But what do we know about it?

The Lord’s Prayer is among the greatest treasures of
faith. We will begin a six-part study on Wednesday

evenings, January 14 through Feburary 18, 2008, to
explore the key phrases of the Lord’s Prayer as they lead
us to greater spirituality and growth. The six sessions
are titled:

Keeping Our Distance:
Crossing To the Future:
Willing Obedience:
Feeding Ourselves:
Writing It Off?

Crying For Help:

Join us after the Wednesday evening Eucharist!



PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED

Please look over this list:we have been remembering the following people, at the requegasistiioners, for many
weeks. Are prayers still needed? Have they recovered® tHay entered larger life in God's Presence? Should we be
offering thanks or petitioning God for their repose? Pleaseideknow so that our prayers are not needlessly, or
inappropriately, offered.

Our National Church Wallace Fieger Bea Regester

Our Armed Forces Jeanne Frederick Ondria Revlett

Cynthia Azbill Marisa Freiberger Sandy Rivas

Gary Bates & Family Cynthia Godbee Carl Rock

Jean Beane, dec. & family Don Gossard Kristy Sherman

Benjamin Behrend Bev Gruden Karen Slaminka

Ron Bell Paula Hansen, dec. & family Helen Sobole

Karl Justin Bos Lloyd Hanshue Ray Saniga

Marilyn Bowman Corey Hills Jessica Schaefer, dec. & family

Logan Boyd Emily Jackson & family Nick Sieniawski

Mary Jane Brewer Carol Justice Ray & Vicki Sizemore

Carolyn Brickner James Kania Stephanie Sizemore

Shirley Brown Tom Kaufman & family Charlie Stehno

Marial Bulmer Margaret & Will Kless Katie Stiver

Wendell Burrough Sandy Laubert Jennifer Stotts

Beverly Califf Nancy Lawrence Jill Sutman

Bea Cleveland Rob Lee, Lloyd Treleaven, dec. & family

Teri Crial Lily Love Chuck Vaigl

Richard deLuna Jane Maurer Ben Vanderpool

Susan Doraty Geeta Morris Marian Wade

Darlene Duke Chris Mosey Rita Wershing

Gwendolyn Eagleson Frances Paterson Nancy Wessinger

Michael Early Rosanna Powell Frank Wszelaki

Nell Ellis Venette Powell Joyce Lynn Williams

Jim Evans Daniel Prokes Amy Cara

Sherry Fazio Pete Rademacher Mike, Laura, Jannice
Ericka, Seth

We try to keep our prayer list up-to-date, but that isn’t passibless we hear from you. If these prayer needs are no
longer current, please let the Church Office know at 330-725-413¢énw@il us at coffice@stpauls-medina.org.
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FrROM THE PASTORAL PETS

It being the New Year and all, we thought we might
share with you again a list or two we’ve shared before —
things you can learn from your pets. You might think

about

making some of these into New Year's

Resolutions!

Things You Can Learn from a Dog

First, Dina, Rascal, and Fionna offer 22 things you can
learn from your dog:

11.
12.
13.

14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
19.

Always be happy to see those you love.
Approach each day and each new experience
with enthusiasm (even a walk).

Never underestimate the power of praise.

Play every chance you get.

Don't be afraid to show your joy! When you are
happy - show it. Wiggle and wag.

Take lots of naps and always stretch and yawn
before you get up.

Never turn down a car ride with someone you
love.

Be loyal.

Lounge under a tree in the shade on a hot day.

. Every once in a while put your head out the

window and feel the air on your face and hair.
Have a favorite toy.

Don't hold a grudge.

When someone is having a bad day - nuzzle him
gently.

If you feel like it, shake and let the drool fly.

Eat each meal with vigor and enjoy anything
that's offered.

Sleep in any position you find comfortable.
Scratch where it itches.

Protect and defend those you love.

What you look like doesn’t matter - it's what is
in your heart (and the way someone rubs your
tummy).
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20.

21.
22.

Enjoy every day to it's fullest - even if you are
sick, in pain, deaf, blind, wheelchair (cart)
bound or just not mentally all there.

Take pride in following the rules.

Accept praise and attention without giving
excuses.

Things You Can Learn from a Cat

And, of course, Buddy, Icky, and Stache offer the
fourteen things you can learn from cats:

1.
2.

13.

14.

Make the world your playground.

Whenever you miss the sandbox, cover it up.
Dragging a sock over it helps.

If you can't get your way, lay across the

keyboard till you do.

When you are hungry, meow loudly so they feed
you just to shut you up.

Always find a good patch of sun to nap in.

Nap often.

When in trouble, just purr and look cute.

Life is hard, and then you nap.

Curiosity never killed anything except maybe a
few hours.

. When in doubt, cop an attitude.
. Variety is the spice of life. One day, ignore

people; the next day, annoy them.

.Climb your way to the top, that's why the

curtains are there.

Make your mark in the world, or at least spray in
each corner.

Always give generously; a bird or rodent left on
the bed tells them, “I care.”

Happy New Year, everyone!

Dina, Rascal, Fionna, Buddy, Ickulous, and Stache,
The Pastoral Pets
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