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RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS:  MONEY AND NEWS 

The Use of Money 

John Wesley, the 18th Century Anglican cleric and 
founder of Methodism, once preached a sermon entitled 
The Use of Money.  In it he put forward Rules for 
Christian Use of Money: 

The first of these is gain all you can.  Gain all you 
can by common sense, by using in your business all 
that God has given you …. Having gained all you 
can, by honest wisdom and unwearied diligence, the 
second rule of Christian prudence is save all you 
can.  Do not throw the precious talent into the sea.  
Do not waste any part … merely in gratifying the 
desires of the flesh …. If therefore you would indeed 
“make yourselves friends of the mammon of 
unrighteousness,” add the third rule to the two 
preceding.  Having first gained all you can, secondly 
saved all you can, the give all you can. 

I sometimes think that we in the 21st Century have 
gotten a good handle on and make a good go of the first 
two rules, but give the third rather short shrift. 

During the Parish’s Annual Fund Campaign, as you 
consider your financial support of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in 2010 and fill out a pledge or “estimate of 
giving” card, I encourage you to think on John Wesley’s 
Rules for the Christian Use of Money. 

 

 

 

 

Please Let Me Know…. 

Gwendolyn Eagleson shared a poem with me by 
someone named “A.Q. Bailey”.  It is entitled, Let Your 
Pastor Know: 

Mrs. Huff is up the Miff Tree 
On a seat fixed good and firm, 

And she’d like to tell the pastor 
A few things, and make him squirm. 

 
Mrs. Huff was sick abed, sir, 

Yes sir, sick abed a week: 
And the pastor didn’t call sir, 

Never even took a peek. 
 

Wasn’t that enough, enough sir, 
To provoke a saint to wrath, 

And to make a Christian pilgrim 
Wander from the churchly path? 

 
When I asked her if the doctor 

Called to see her, she said, “Sure”; 
And she looked as if she thought I 

Needed some good strong mind cure. 
 

Then I asked her how the doctor knew 
That sickness had laid her low, 

And she said that she had called him 
On the phone and told him so. 

 
So the doctor called to see her, 

But the pastor didn’t go; 
For the doctor knew that she was ill, 

And the pastor didn’t know. 
 

Now the doctor gets his bill paid 
With a nicely written check, 

But the pastor — for not knowing, 
Simply “gets it in the neck.” 

Now I had never heard of this poet, but I suspected he or 
she might have been a clergy person, or associated with 
someone ordained.  So, I did a Google search on the 
internet and found an article in the archives of the New 
York Times: 

Montclair Church’s Call 
The New York Times 

September 7, 1902 

Montclair, N.J., Sept. 6. – The Rev. A.Q. Bailey, 
who has for the past year been on the staff of the 
Bishop of Maine and in charge of the mission 
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work at Sanford, that State, has accepted a call 
to St. Luke’s Episcopal Church of this place as 
assistant to the rector, the Rev. F.B. Carter.  Mr. 
Bailey was graduated from Lehigh University in 
1898, and last year was graduated from the 
General Theological Seminary in New York.  
He was ordained to the ministry by Bishop 
Starkey of East Orange. 

I don’t know that the Rev. Mr. A.Q. Bailey described 
above is the poet in question, but I’d bet he was! 

I’ve said this before, and I’ll probably say it again since 
clergy (like Mr. Bailey) have been saying it for years … 
Please let me know when you or a loved one are ill or 
hospitalized!  I can’t know if you don’t tell me. 

And let me know about happy occasions, too!   

As your parish priest, part of my ministry is to pray for 
you and with you both at times of need and during times 
of celebration and thanksgiving.  So please, let me 
know! 

Thanksgiving Day 

And speaking of thanksgiving, don’t forget that we 
worship at St. Paul’s Parish on days and times other than 
Sunday, both on a regular basis and on the occasional 
holiday.  One of the latter is coming up this month, 
Thanksgiving Day on November 26.  Join us to truly 
give thanks in the Great Thanksgiving of the Eucharist at 
10 a.m. 

God’s Blessings to one and all, 

���������

WARDEN’S WONDERINGS 

Every Member Canvass 

On Monday, October 5, I attended the training session 
on the stewardship drive for 2010.  This year we are 
taking a much different approach in that we want to 
come to each home, answer any questions you might 
have about St. Paul’s parish, and get your in-put about 
the future directions of our church.  This is a great 
opportunity for all of us to have direct contact with the 
leaders of the church.  

 

 

This year is the first “Every Member Canvass” in a 
number of years; one of our long-time members believes 
such a canvass hasn’t been done here for at least a 
quarter of a century! We know as vestry members it is 
our responsibility to talk to all of you about what has 

gone on in the last year and what our future challenges 
will be.  We welcome your input and hope that all of you 
will give each volunteer team on the stewardship drive a 
few minutes of your time. 

Thanks, Volunteers! 

Speaking of volunteers, I would like to thank those 
vestry members and other church leaders for the time 
that they are giving to have a successful campaign.  In 
particular, I would like to thank Father Eric and Ray 
Sizemore for their leadership in organizing things for us.  
We have a lot of work to do to get things buttoned up by 
the middle of November.  It is critical for us to know 
where we stand so that we can determine our operating 
budget for 2010. 

The Red Mass 

On another subject, I wanted to mention what a 
wonderful service the Red Mass was on September 23.  
It really gives you a great feeling to see those in law 
enforcement and members of the community come to 
celebrate their commitment and sacrifice for Medina 
County and how proud it makes you feel to be a member 
of St. Paul’s Parish who has hosted it.  If you have never 
attended, I encourage you to come next year.  

Faithfully, 
�	�
��	�
���

Senior Warden 
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FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Foyer Groups 

The Wine and Cheese Foyer Group Kick-Off on October 
2 was a great success. This year we have six groups that 
will meet during the year.  Many of the groups have set 
their dates for their first get together in November.  If 
you were unable to attend on October 2 and haven’t 
heard from someone in your group, please let us know 
and we will let you know which group you are a part of.  
We still have a few openings, so if you would like to 
join us for some fellowship, contact us. 

Monthly Activities 

With the holidays just around the corner, we have not 
scheduled any special fellowship activities. There are 
still plenty of opportunities for fellowship during the 
coming months. 

The Men’s Breakfast Group meets on the first and third 
Thursdays of the month (and the fifth, if there is one). 
Join the gentlemen at 8:00 a.m. at Yours Truly on Route 
18. 

Parish Game Nights continue this month on the third 
Sunday of the month (November 15).  Bring your 
favorite game and a snack to share for an evening of 
friendly competition.  Games start around 6:00 p.m. after 
the 5:30 p.m. Celtic Eucharist. 

The Knitting Circle meets on the second and fourth 
Tuesday evenings in the Common Room at 6:00 p.m.  
These ladies are creating some wonderful knitted and 
crocheted items. 

November Canned Goods Collection 

In November, let’s count our blessings and remember 
those less fortunate.  Please bring a canned food item 
each Sunday in November to help our Free Farmers’ 
Market. 

Don’t forget our annual Thanksgiving Day Eucharist at 
10:00 a.m. on November 26. 

St. Nicholas Tea 

Don’t forget to get your tickets for the St. Nicholas Tea 
on December 4; there are seatings at 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m.  You won’t want to miss this annual event.  It’s a 
great way to kick off the season of Advent. 

We hope you take advantage of the many opportunities 
for fellowship and socializing at St. Paul’s.  

In fellowship, 
�	�
���������	�
���

Fellowship Coordinators 

 

COFFEE & CONVERSATION:  LIVES OF GREAT CHRISTIANS 

 
At 9:10 a.m. each Sunday morning a small group of 
adults gather in the Common Room for a video series 
entitled The Lives of Great Christians.  Please join us 
any Sunday that you can.  This month we will be 
learning about and discussing the following saints: 

November 1 St. Augustine of Hippo 

November 8 St. Patrick of Ireland 

November 15 St. Benedict of Nursia 

November 22 St. Leo the Great 

November 29 St. Bernard of Clairvaux 

These lectures are offered by Professor William R. 
Cook, Distinguished Professor of History at State 
University of New York at Geneseo.  He is a professor  
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THE HAPPY CLICKERS KNITTING CIRCLE 

The ladies of The Happy 
Clickers knitting circle have 
been very busy, as shown by 
the bounty of Prayer Shawls 
and Baptismal blankets which 
Fr. Eric blessed on September 
27 as part of our monthly 
healing prayers.  We will 
continue this practice, as it 
gives the congregation a 
chance to view the results of 
this ministry.   

Currently, we are working on 
smaller blankets and shawls 
that will go into baskets for 
the newest and youngest 
members of our church 
family.  We will also start working on 9"x7" "squares" to 
be given to the Medina County Library for Warm Up 
Medina.  Anyone who wishes to knit or crochet squares 
for this project, leave them in the Common Room, and 

we will make sure that they 
are delivered to the library.  A 
group at the library sorts the 
pieces and then assembles 
them into blankets for the 
needy.  The library also 
accepts scarves.  There is a 
supply of yarn and knitting 
needles available in the 
Common Room. 

Please join us for fun and 
fellowship, we will be 
delighted to teach anyone to 
knit or crochet.  This month, 
the Knitting Circle will meet 
on Tuesdays, November 10 
and 24, from 6 to 8 p.m. 

God’s Blessings, 
���������������
Knitting Circle Member 

CEDAR HILLS VOLUNTEER DAY: NOVEMBER 14 

Cedar Hills will host a Fall Volunteer Day on Saturday 
November 14, 2009, from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  The 
staff is compiling list of indoor and outdoor jobs that 
need to be completed before winter sets in.  Your help 
will make these tasks not only quicker, but FUN!  You 
can create your own work team, or come join with your 
friends and diocesan family to create a team here.   

Volunteers will gather on the picnic grounds to organize 
at 8:30 a.m. and throughout the day to divide and 
conquer the “to-do list”.   

Come as your schedule allows, but please register in 
advance so that lunch can be prepared accordingly.   

Call Deacon Pete Nielsen at Cedar Hills (440.352.6363) 
to register by November 7, 2009. 

BATTERED WOMEN’S SHELTER 

The Battered Women’s Shelter is the only agency in 
Medina County that focuses on family violence, 
intervention and prevention.  The Medina facility is a 
50-year old doctor’s office and home which was 
converted into a shelter in 2001.  In 2008, it provided 
2,986 nights of emergency shelter to 86 unduplicated 
residents. 

Please help the Medina Shelter by donating garbage 
bags (any size) during the month of November.  Place 
your donations downstairs in the red box under the FFM 
table.  All donations are gratefully appreciated by the 
Shelter.. 

In Christ’s Name, 
��
	���������

Shelter Liaison 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

Godly Play 

Our Godly Play youngsters, Grades Pre-K through 
Third, have really been enjoying Sunday School class.  
They love hearing the bible stories with the use of the 
manipulatives and then going to the craft room to create 
their own version of the story, their work, or staying 
behind in the worship center to work with the story 
manipulatives themselves.  Come visit us some Sunday. 

 

Saints Banners 

The children in Grades Pre-K through Fifth have worked 
on their Saints Banners and will parade with them in 
church on All Saints Sunday, November 1.  They will 
also bring out the banners they have made in the past 
several years.  How many saints do you think we will 
see? 

Youth Choir 

Barbara Fieger continues on Sundays following the 
10:00 a.m service with Youth Choir practice.  If your 
child is in Third Grade or above, can read, and would 
like to sing in the Youth Choir, please speak with 
Barbara.  The Youth Choir performs several Sundays 
throughout the year. 

Teachers’ Meeting: November 22 

November is the last month of our First Session of 
Sunday School.  There will be a Teacher Meeting on 
Sunday, November 22, following the 10:00 a.m service.  
This will be for all First and Second Session teachers.  
We will meet while we enjoy a potluck lunch.  The 
Second Session will start Sunday, December 6.  Where 
has the time gone?  Please plan to attend this meeting if 
you have taught the first session or are signed up to 
teach the second. 

November Food Collection 

During the month of November we will be taking up a 
collection of canned and non perishable items in the 
Sunday School for Free Farmers Market.  These will be 
added to the Thanksgiving food passed out on November 
21 to the Free Farmers Market clients.  Suggested items 
would be cranberry sauce, canned green beans, corn and 
yams, Stove Top Stuffing or bagged stuffing cubes, 
canned pumpkin, evaporated milk, bread mixes, canned 
or jarred gravy etc.  There will be a box located just 
inside the gate to the classrooms along with one outside 
the Middle and High School classroom.  Please have 
your child or youth bring in a donation for these boxes 
each week in November as an offering for those less 
fortunate than us.  Let them select their item each week. 

No Sunday School November 29 

There will be no Sunday School on the First Sunday in 
Advent, November 29 (the Sunday after Thanksgiving 
Day). 

Christmas Pageant 

Check out the Christian Education Bulletin Board for the 
Sign-up Sheet for the Christmas Pageant.  The pageant 

will be held on Sunday, 
December 20, during the 10:00 
a.m. Service of Lessons and 
Carols.  There are no speaking 
parts.  The children portray 
tableaus during the reading of 
the Lessons.  Our Youth in 
Grades 6 through 12 will be 
needed to read the lessons.  
There is a sign-up sheet for this 
also.  Barbara Fieger will once 
again be directing the pageant 
this year.  She will need a 
couple of parents to help out 
with the rehearsals and the day 
of the pageant.  Please speak 

with Mary Anthony or Barbara if you can help in this 
capacity.  There will be one regular rehearsal and one 
dress rehearsal, times to be announced. 

In Christ’s Service, 
�	�����������

Director of Religious Education 
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FREE FARMERS’ MARKET NEWS 

September: 178 families with 62 seniors, 313 adults 
and 150 children were served 

We received a total of 1186 pounds of food from The 
Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank at a cost of $128.48.  
Average cost of food was 11¢ per pound.  Purchased 
items included cookies, beef ravioli, pudding, noodles, 
peanut butter, strawberry preserves, cereal, and ham.  
We also received over 100 loaves of Bread.  Panera 
donated $30.00 worth of bread, rolls and pastries, and 
Walmart has continued to donate dog and cat food.   

As a reminder, our gently used clothing hand out has 
been a huge success thanks entirely to Stephanie 
Sizemore.  Please bring in any winter coats you haven’t 
used in a long time.  We have many in need. 

Thanksgiving and the Chicken Fund 

With Thanksgiving and Christmas around the corner, 
FFM will be putting together a full family dinner 
consisting of Chicken and/or Turkey, Vegetables, 
Stuffing, Cranberries, Gravy & Dessert (in addition to 
our normal distribution).   

November will kick off our $5.00 Chicken Fund and 
envelopes will be available to assist in covering the costs 
for both months.  Please take the initiative to sponsor 
one of our 100+ families, your donation will go a long 
way. 

 

Please HELP this Poor Turkey! 

November donations: Please bring a donation Stuffing 
Mix (stove-top type is best), Cranberry Sauce, Gravy, or 
Spaghetti to church each time you attend during this 
month.  (Please leave any donations on the Free Farmers 
Market table outside the Dining Room.) 

Thanks!  I want to say THANK YOU to those who 
support and volunteer on this wonderful mission, 
without you, it would not be a great success! 

Many blessings, 
���
��	����

Free Farmers’ Market Liaison 

2¢ -a-Meal Sunday  

November 29, 2009  

 

BROWN BAG CONCERT:  SHOW CHOIRS 

Buckeye High Show Choirs 

Closing out the Fall Series of Brown Bag Concerts on 
November 17 will be two show choirs from Buckeye 
High School.  Bravo is a twelve-voice jazz choir, while 
Up-Beat is a nine-voice a capella group performing pop 
music and show tunes.   

Under the direction of Pam Haberkorn, vocal music 
instructor at the high school, these two groups will offer 
a varied program to entertain the audience.  Doors open 
at 12:00 noon with the program beginning at about ten 
minutes after the hour. 

Lunches Available 

St. Paul’s Brown Bag Concerts are offered on the third 
Tuesday of each month, September through November 
and February through May.  They are free to the public; 
a free-will offering is accepted to help pay the 
performers and defray expenses.  Audience members are 
invited to bring a lunch with them, or lunches may be 
purchased from the Church’s women’s group.  
(Reservations for the lunches are necessary; please call 
the church office at 330-725-4131 at least 24 hours in 
advance to reserve a lunch.) 



 

 7 

E.C.W. NEWS 

UTO Sunday 

The United Thank Offering (UTO) Fall Ingathering is on 
Sunday, November 1, 2009.  UTO’s mission statement is 
“We will significantly impact the lives of women and 
children because of Christ’s love.”  UTO provides grants 
with a focus on projects that will 
address human suffering and 
needs around the world in 
accordance with the Millennium 
Development Goals.  Please place 
coins in the Blue Box provided as 
you say your daily prayers and 
count your many blessings or 
place a check in the envelope 
provided on UTO Sunday.  Make 
your check payable to St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church and put UTO 
on the memo line.  Our thanks go 
out to everyone who participates 
in this worthwhile mission.   

ECW Monthly Meeting 

Our regular monthly meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, November 
4, 2009.  Eucharist is at 11:30 
a.m. followed by a potluck 
luncheon.  Our program will be presented by Laura 
Jordan of the Medina Raptor Center.  We will have a 
brief business meeting to talk about plans for the St. 
Nicholas Tea.  Please bring Dove bar soap to be donated 
to the Medina County Home.   

Western Reserve Deanery ECW Board Meeting 

The Deanery ECW Board meeting will be held at Grace 
Church, Ravenna, on Monday, November 16, 2009, at 
10:00 a.m. 

ST. NICHOLAS TEA-December 4, 2009 

Contact Roberta Johnson for tea tickets.  Call 330-723-
0525 or e-mail nevada2@zoominternet.net.  A donation 
of $12.00 is requested for each luncheon ticket.  The two 
seatings will be at 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.  Checks 
should be made payable to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
with “tea tickets” on the memo line.  Crafts and baked 
goods will be on sale from 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.   

Baked items that are well received are muffins, quick 
breads, sweet rolls, candy, fudge, peanut brittle and 
cookies.  Several people are needed to bake four to five 
dozen butter based, festive Christmas cookies (for 
example, fancy cookies rolled in nuts, cookies with 

chocolate Hershey’s kisses, gingerbread, biscotti, peanut 
butter, chocolate chip, frosted sugar, bonbons, snow 
balls)--there are so many to choose from—just make 
your favorites.  These cookies are used to make a variety 
of cookie trays for sale.  Please bring your baked goods 

to the church the day before the 
tea because we need time to 
make the cookie trays and get 
everything set up on Thursday.  
Additional items that sell well 
are jams, jellies, preserves and 
soup ingredients in a jar.   

We will need 25 to 30 teapots, 
which can be brought to the 
church and placed in the kitchen 
anytime the week prior to the 
tea, but no later than Thursday, 
December 3.   

If you have completed crafts or 
are planning to make crafts, 
please contact Sarah Steiner at 
330-725-1393 or e-mail at 
head12crows@yahoo.com.  We 
do not have an abundance of 
storage space at the church, but 

Sarah has space available and would like to know what 
items are being donated in advance.  If you plan to 
donate an item for a door prize, please call Roberta 
Johnson, as we will be purchasing door prizes in the next 
couple of weeks.  We can only accept new or mint 
condition items for door prizes.  We cannot accept 
anything that needs to be made or added to for use as 
door prizes.   

We are looking forward to another successful St. 
Nicholas Tea and we could not do it without the help 
and hard work of all the volunteers.  Know that 
everything you do to make the Tea a pleasant time for all 
is much appreciated by the ECW.  All of our efforts have 
allowed us to renovate the common room, the dining 
room and the parish hall and we look forward to 
donating the proceeds for other church projects and 
needs in the future.   

Wishing you all a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday with 
your family and friends.  

In God's name, 
������	�����
���

ECW President 
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YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES 

Diocesan Youth Event Postponed 

Tanaye Jordan, Dylan McClure, and Hannah Rucinski 
along with Mary Anthony and Barbara Michelson were 
disappointed that the Fall Diocesan Youth Event at 
Trinity Cathedral was taken off calendar!  The new 
diocesan Canon for Formation, the Rev. Deacon Vincent 
Black, was unable to be there so it will be rescheduled.  
We are awaiting word from the Diocesan Office when 
that will be.  We have formed many friendships with 
youth from all over the diocese while we working on 
mission trips and service projects and we look forward 
to renewing those.   

November Youth Group Meetings 

The Youth Group will meet only two Wednesday 
evenings during November, November 11 and 18.  On 
November 11, the youth will work on a Veterans’ Day 
project making packages for our soldiers overseas.  On 
Wednesday, November 18 we will enjoy a movie and 
popcorn at church. 

Christmas Pageant Readers 

Youth are needed to read the lessons during the 
Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 20.  Look for 
the sign-up sheet on the Youth Group Bulletin Board. 

Summer 2010 Mission Trip 

We are working with Trinity Cathedral, Cleveland and 
St. Andrews, Elyria on plans for next summer’s Mission 
Trip.  We are looking into the possibility of working on 
an Indian Reservation in one of the Dakotas.  Watch the 
newsletter for updates during the year. 

We wish everyone a very Happy Thanksgiving. 

In Christ’s Service,  
�	���������� � and� �
!	�����
��� �

Youth Group Advisors  

WORSHIP-FULL THOUGHTS 

An Active Month, Behind and Ahead 

We have had an active October!  The first Sunday of the 
month started out with two baptisms and then the 
Blessing of Pets later that day.  That was followed by the 
wedding of Jack and Rose Hose’s grandson, Jonathon 
Golod and Mandy Barta on October 10.   

We closed the month the participation of our Choir in a 
Choral Evensong at Trinity Cathedral, at which our 
Rector preached on October 21, and then our annual 
Halloween Party.  It was great to see the kids parade 
their costumes during the Passing of the Peace at the 10 
a.m. service on October 25. 

We are now heading toward Thanksgiving and Christ the 
King (with more baptisms), and then the season of 
Advent at the end of this month, in preparation for the 
Holy Birth of our Lord.  We look forward to the lighting 
of the Advent Candles each Sunday morning and the 
richness of this season. 

 

Church Signs 

The Church board sign that I saw last week on my way 
to Akron stated: 

7 days without prayer makes one weak 

May you all find the joy and richness in prayer, thanking 
the Lord for all the blessings given to us.  Rejoice in the 
sunrises, sunsets and the beauty all around us. 

Alternative Worship Times 

Remember that there are alternative worship times on 
Sunday and Wednesday evenings to receive Holy 
Communion at St. Paul’s Parish.  These services 
frequently use prayers from a variety of Celtic sources.  
Please join us at 5:30 p.m. on Sundays or 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. 

Many Blessings, 
����������

Vestry Liaison for Worship 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

The hosting of our Sunday morning “Coffee Hour” 
fellowship time is being revamped.  For the past two 
years a small Hospitality Guild has handled the 
fellowship hour with rotating teams of two households 
each.  The Guild is going to take some time off and, 
therefore, we have re-instituted a volunteer sign-up sheet 
for hosting Coffee Hour. 

Two families are need to cover each Sunday.  The hosts’ 
duties are simple; they are as follows: 

(a) Set up the Parish Hall for Coffee Hour including 
brewing the coffee, setting out juices for 
children, etc.; 

(b) Provide juices and treats (cookies, cakes, fresh 
veggies, cheese plate, snacks … whatever – the 
nature of the treats is up to the hosts); 

(c) Clean up afterward. 

If you can be a part of a team for a Sunday, please sign 
up on the sheet in the Church Hallway. 

Thanks to Linda and Gary Garman who hosted Coffee 
Hour on September 20, and to Becky McClure and the 
Coyle Family who did so on September 27. 

In October the following members have signed up to be 
our Fellowship Hosts: 

·  November 1:  Ray & Vicki Sizemore and Steve 
& Melinda Rucinski 

·  November 8:  Liz Felhoelter & Pam Ruesch and 
Michael & Nancy Marquard 

·  November 15:  Linda & Greg Fisher and 
Margaret Wadsworth 

·  November 22:  Volunteer Hosts Needed  

·  November 29:  Volunteer Hosts Needed 

·  Thanks to all! 

 

ALTAR GUILD ASSIGNMENTS THIS MONTH 

November Sacristy Teams 

Our four teams of Altar Guild Sacristans serve for one 
week in rotation beginning each Saturday; they handle 
all the services (including weddings and funerals) during 
the next week.  Teams serving this month will be the 
following (listed according to the Sunday for which they 
are responsible): 

November 1 
Team C: Sue Potterton, Ginny Selmants 

 and Rose Hose 

November 8 
Team D: Kim Kelly, Bonnie Freas, 

 Nancy Marquard and Barbara Michelson. 

November 15 
Team A: Diane Scheel, Mary Jane Brewer,  

 Linda Darling, and Sandra Herbst 

November 22 
Team B: Mary Anthony, Betty Bres,  

 Judy Delahoyde, and Liz Fellhoelter 

November 29 
Team C: Sue Potterton, Ginny Selmants 

 and Rose Hose 

Thanks, Sacristans! 

The ministry of the Altar Guild Sacristans is a very 
necessary one, but often one that goes unnoticed.  Please 
be sure to thank these dedicated members for their 
service to St. Paul’s Parish.   

The Altar Guild is always open to all who wish to join 
this important ministry.  Our teams serve once every 
four weeks, and we would love to have you join us.  
Please contact me, any member of the Guild, or Fr. Eric. 

Many Blessings, 
����������

Altar Guild Director 
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MEDINA COURT HOUSE HISTORY (PT. 2) 

Historian’s Note:  I thought you might be interested in a 
little history of our neighboring courthouse, particularly 
as the courts have been using our parking lot during 
construction of the 
new parking structure 
across Liberty Street 
from our church 
building.  Part One of 
the following history, 
provided by the 
Medina County 
Historical Society, 
appeared in last 
month’s issue of The 
Epistle and ended 
with the mid-1800s. 

In 1873 the growth of 
Medina and the 
increased population 
required a larger court 
House so 
commissioners William Kennedy, Benjamin Burt and 
Alexander Whiteside contracted with W. G. Tilley to 
build a four-room addition to the front of the Court 
House which brought the building out to the present 
sidewalk line.  A new belfry and clock tower were added 
with a bell weighing 1,000 pounds.  Everyone agreed 
that more room was necessary but many felt the “old” 
1840 Court House should be demolished first as it was 
like “putting new cloth into old garments,” to add onto 
the old structure.  However, the commissioners 
weathered the controversy and the addition was made 
and greatly improved the looks of the building at a cost 
of $23,036.07. 

Still later additions and remodelings were made to the 
1840 Court House in 1906, 1933, and 1952. 

In 1965 the Ohio Legislature approved Medina county’s 
second Common Please court for the Judge to be elected 

in November of 1966, and County Commissioners, 
Kenneth Indoe, Howard Dunn and Joseph M. Neath, 
were instructed to provide proper facilities for this 

second court room.  
This three-story 
structure 134 feet in 
width and 64 feet in 
depth, has been built 
directly South of the 
existing “old” court 
House and also facing 
on North Broadway.  
Land for the building 
was purchased from 
the Strong family and 
the Eagles Lodge.  
The architect for this 
latest 1968 Medina 
county court House it 
W. B. Huff, and the  
contractors are Ernest 

Alessio, Swagler’s, John P. Novatny, Otis Elevator Co. 
Total cost of land and building is in the amount of 
$954,411.00. 

Human nature hasn’t changed much down through the 
years and although the Court House remains, to the 
majority of people, the place to pay fines and taxes, it 
still holds for many a fierce loyalty and aversion to 
change as demonstrated by the uproar and controversy 
over this latest court House.  County Commissioners are 
indeed, a beleaguered lot, but all can finally agree, this 
day, that they have done their work well. 

I hope you enjoyed learning about the courthouse.  More 
history next month! 

In God’s Name, 
"#��$������	���
�� , 

Parish Historian and Archivist 
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MUSICALLY SPEAKING  

Musical Quotations 

I was able to attend a Friday morning concert at 
Severance Hall during October.  What a thrill to hear the 
Cleveland Orchestra play Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5 
in C minor.  

In the program were some quotations about music.  I 
would like to share them with you. 

Ludwig Van Beethoven 

“Let us all do what is right, strive with all our 
might toward the unattainable, develop as fully as 
we can the gifts God has given us, and never stop 
learning.” 

Berthold Auerbach 

“Music washes away from the soul the dust of 
everyday life.” 

Aaron Copland 

“To stop the flow of music would be like the 
stopping of time itself, incredible and 
inconceivable.” 

Plato 

“Music is a moral law. It gives soul to the 
universe, wings to the mind, flight to the 
imagination, and charm and joy to life and to 
everything.” 

Victor Hugo 

“Music expresses that which cannot be put into 
words and cannot remain silent.” 

Concert Information Board 

How fortunate we are to live in North East Ohio where 
ticketed and free concert opportunities abound.  Be sure 
to look over our concert board in the Parish Information 
Center (at the entry level off the parking lot).     

Brown Bag Concert 

Speaking of concerts, don’t miss our Brown Bag 
Concert on Tuesday, November 17.  Two show choirs 
from Buckeye High School will perform.  Mark your 
calendars for the noon performance and call the church 
office (330-725-4131) if you would like a brown bag 
lunch. 

Join the Choir! 

Our choirs are already preparing for the Advent Season 
which begins November 29.  Why not share the season 
of Thanksgiving and sing with the choir during Advent 
or plan on joining us for the Christmas Eve Mass.  Give 
me a call or see me any Sunday..   

Musically, 
���������	�%���

Music Director 

 

USHERS AND GREETERS THIS MONTH 

Serving This Month 

Scheduled to serve as ushers this month are: 

November 1:   Bob Otworth & Tim Stamper 

November 8:   Ray Sizemore & Don Powell 

November 15:   Paul Bunner & Susan Bunner 

November 22:   Sean Hennigan & Patti Papesh 

November 29:   Steve Rucinski & Rick King 

Chief Usher 

Rick King is serving as Head Usher coordinating our 
ushering and greeting ministries at St. Paul’s Parish.  If 

you are interested in serving as a greeter or usher, talk 
with Rick.  If you are in that ministry already and have a 
scheduling issue, talk with Rick. 

Our dedicated ushers do a wonderful job of greeting 
members and newcomers, handing out bulletins, 
assisting people to find seats, cleaning up the nave after 
worship, and many other behind-the-scenes tasks that 
help make our Sunday morning experience what it is. 

When these fine folks greet you and hand you a bulletin, 
be sure to let them know that their ministry is 
appreciated. 
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NOVEMBER EUCHARISTIC ASSISTANTS 

 

 

Serving This Month 

Scheduled to serve as Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, and 
Acolytes this month are the following: 

November 1 

8:00 a.m. Jeff Berno, Steve Powell, Sue 
Potterton, and Hildegarde Bender 

10:00 a.m. Shirley Brown, Mary Anthony, 
Linda Garman, Tom Corner, 
Steve Rucinski 

Acolytes: Carly Papesh, Jeff Demers, Dylan 
Ruesch 

November 8 

8:00 a.m. Kathy Stehno, Barbara Baird, 
Mary Jane Brewer, Ted Freas 

10:00 a.m. Steve Powell, Kim Kelly, Don 
Moore, Vicki Sizemore, Bobbie 
Foy 

Acolytes: Cacilia Saez, Trent Saez, Savanna 
Saez 

November 15 

8:00 a.m. Barbara Baird, Jeff Berno, Sue 
Potterton, Susan Muffet 

10:00 a.m. Linda Garman, Tim Scheel, Don 
Moore, Craig Kolendo, Linda 
Darling  

Acolytes: Jessica Syme, Julia Syme, Hannah 
Rucinski 

November 22 

8:00 a.m. Barbara Baird, Kathy Stehno, 
Mary Jane Brewer, Susan Muffet 

10:00 a.m. Shirley Brown, Evie Funston, 
Kim Kelly, Tom Corner, Shelley 
Triebsch 

Acolytes: Cacilia Saez, Trent Saez, Savanna 
Saez 

November 29 

8:00 a.m. Jeff Berno, Don Moore, Ted 
Freas, Hildegarde Bender 

10:00 a.m. Mary Anthony, Steve Powel, 
Linda Garman, Steve Rucinski, 
Vicki Sizemore 

Acolytes: Carly Papesh, Jeff Demers, 
Jessica Syme 

Liturgical Ministries 

Our chalice bearers, readers, litanists, and acolytes do 
such a great job!  Be sure to thank them for what they 
add to our worship through their ministries.  Call the 
Church Office and Don Moore (LEMs, Lectors) or Jay 
Saez (acolytes) to volunteer or to report changes in 
scheduling. 

The ministry of Lector (reader of lessons and leader of 
prayers) is open to any member of the worshiping 
community.  The ministry of Eucharistic Ministry 
(distributor of Bread or Wine at Communion) requires 
that one be a confirmed communicant and undergo a 
diocesan course of training; we will be training new 
Eucharistic Ministers and refreshing the training of our 
existing crew soon.  If you would like to be part of the 
team, either as a Lector or Eucharistic Minister, please 
speak with Fr. Funston or with Don Moore. 
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EUCHARISTIC HOME VISITS THIS MONTH 

Serving This Month 

Making Communion Visits this month are the following: 

November 1 Evie Funston visiting Mary 
Loveless 

November 8 Sandra Herbst visiting Nancy 
Lawrence & Angeline Pierman 

November 15 Kim Kelly visiting Eileen 
Harrington 

November 22 Mary Anthony visiting Mary 
Loveless 

November 29 Hildegarde Bender visiting Nancy 
Lawrence & Angeline Pierman 

Pastoral Eucharistic Visitation offered to our sick or 
shut-in members by our team of Lay Eucharistic Visitors 

(whether at home, in the hospital, or in a skilled nursing 
facility) is a vital ministry of the congregation.  It allows 
parishioners who are unable to attend church because of 
illness or other reasons to share in our common life and 
our fellowship at God’s table. 

Kim Kelly is our coordinator for our lay pastoral visiting 
ministry.  If you know of someone who cannot attend 
church because of a chronic or acute illness, or for other 
reasons, please contact us at the church by phone (330-
725-4131) or email (coffice@stpauls-medina.org).  We 
would also be delighted to share with you the joys of this 
ministry; if you are interested in learning more about 
Lay Eucharistic Visitation, please contact Kim Kelly by 
leaving a message for her with the Church Office. 

 

If God Should Go On Strike 

 

How good it is that God above has never gone on strike, 
Because he was not treated fair in things he didn’t like. 
If only once he’d given up and said, “That’s it, I’m through! 
I’ve had enough of those on earth, so this is what I’ll do. 
I’ll give my orders to the sun – cut off the heat supply! 
And to the moon – give no more light, and run the oceans dry. 
Then just to make things really tough and put the pressure on, 
Turn off the vital oxygen till every breath is gone!” 
 
You know he would be justified, if fairness was the game, 
For no one has been more abused or met with more disdain 
Than God, and yet he carries on, supplying you and me 
With all the favors of his grace, and everything for free. 
Men say they want a better deal and so on strike they go, 
But what a deal we’ve given God to whom all things we owe; 
We don’t care whom we hurt to gain the thinks we like, 
But what a mess we’d all be in, if God should go on strike. 

……Anon. 
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MILESTONES, PRAYERS, AND THANKSGIVINGS IN NOVEMBER 

Please look over these lists:   

We have been praying for the health and comfort of many people, at the requests of parishioners, for many weeks.  Are 
prayers still needed?  Have they recovered?  Have they entered larger life in God’s Presence?  Should we be offering 
thanks or petitioning God for their repose?  Please let us know so that our prayers are not needlessly, or inappropriately, 
offered.  

We offer thanks for marriages, anniversaries, birthdays, graduations, and all sorts of events in our parishioners’ lives?  
Have we missed any? 
 

Prayers Requested 

Our National Church 
Our Armed Forces 
Benjamin Behrend 
Karl Justin Bos 
Sandy Carpenter 
Bea Cleveland 
Jeff Colegrove 
Michael Collins 
Kathy Coykendall 
Richard deLuna 
Susan Doraty 
Victoria Driskell 
Darlene Duke 
Gwendolyn Eagleson 
Jim Evans 
Marisa Freiberger 
Eric Funston 
 

Jim Godbee 
Sandra Herbst 
Diane Johnson 
Carol Justice 
James Kania 
Sandy Laubert 
Nancy Lawrence 
Rob Lee 
Pat & Jim Manning 
Jane Maurer 
Sean McElhenny 
Dava Moore 
Geeta Morris, dec. and 
     the Morris family 
Chris Mosey 
Amy Olson 

Frances Paterson 
Lexa Powell 
Daniel Prokes 
Sandy Rivas 
Carl Rock 
Ray Saniga 
Todd Schaefer 
Barbara Schwehm 
Nick Sieniawski 
Stephanie Sizemore 
Charlie & Kathy Stehno 
Katie Stiver 
Jill Sutman 
Ben Vanderpool 
Marian Wade 
Rita Wershing 
Joyce Lynn Williams 

 

Milestones

Pray for these couples preparing for Holy Matrimony:  
Brett & Michelle (November 4) and Craig & Shelley 
(April 2010). 

Ask God’s Blessings on those celebrating birthdays this 
month:  Phil Stehno (11/06); Shawn Fisher (11/09); Jim 
Steiner (11/10); Julie Laribee (11/11); John Syme 
(11/11); Bobbie Foy (11/12); Gary Garman (11/17); Kim 
Kelly (11/17); Adam King (11/17); Siân Magee (11/17); 
Pete Rademacher (11/20); Carol Goslee (11/22); Brian 
Marple (11/26); Paul Raitano (11/27); Mark Hansen 
(11/29); Michael Marquard (11/29); Kathy Buhovecky 
(11/30). 

Pray for these persons preparing for baptism:  Keira 
Ann Smith and her parents & sponsors. 

Celebrate these wedding anniversaries:  Becky and 
Douglass McClure (11/25); Diane & Ken Demers 
(11/26). 

We try to keep our prayer list up-to-date, but that isn’t 
possible unless we hear from you.  If these prayer needs 
are no longer current, please let the Church Office know 
at 330-725-4131 or email us at 
coffice@stpauls-medina.org 
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FROM THE PASTORAL PETS 

Winter Is Coming! 

 

We found this photo on Failblog, a website that 
chronicles awful stuff….  It brought to mind that we 
should say a few words about winter pet care. 

The days and months seem to be going by faster and 
faster, so before we know it, winter will indeed be upon 
us.  Are you and your pets prepared?  Many weather 
forecasters believe this winter will be cold and wet.  If 
so, it is even more important than ever to prepare to 
protect your outdoor pets that rely on their human 
companions for their survival.  

The time to begin preparing is now, before potentially 
freezing temperatures arrive.  Here are some basic 
necessities, along with how to implement these ideas and 
gather resources to help your pet get through this winter 
safely and comfortably. 

Check Shelter  Integrity 

Make sure that doghouses or other pet shelters are 
soundly constructed, resistant to rain, snow and to cold 
winter wind.  They should be set up facing south to 
avoid the normal west, northwest wind flow in our area.  
A door flap, or offset entry doorway, is essential to 

provide the animal a place to get out of the line of the 
direct wind and avoid severe wind chills.  The flap helps 
maintain any heat the doghouse has in it for longer 
periods of time.  

Dry Bedding 

Dry, clean bedding is also a must.  Straw works the best; 
it’s very inexpensive and is available at many merchants 
and area farms.  Straw is biodegradable when dispersed 
into the yard in the spring and can actually be good for 
the soil we have in our region.  As a side note, you can 
sometimes find it free from leftover Halloween displays; 
you just need to ask someone who has a display.  

Many people do not realize a blanket is a very poor 
outdoor bedding choice. They are not easy for the animal 
to nest in because they get wet and stay wet, making it 
worse than no bedding at all. In addition, fleas love 
them, as opposed to straw, which is porous. 

Keep Water Available 

The availability of water during winter months is the 
toughest challenge for a pet owner.  An ample amount of 
water, twice a day in cold temperatures, should be 
available to keep the dog healthy and hydrated.  Water is 
essential in maintaining the animal’s body heat.  Heated 
water containers can be very good for your pet and last 
many years.  They will also keep you from having to go 
out and chip ice from the bowl on a continual basis.  

Quality Food 

A proper amount of quality food is far better than a large 
amount of less nutritious food.  In most cases, when it 
comes to pet food, especially dog foods, you do get what 
you pay for.  An outside dog in winter temperatures is 
best fed half portions morning and night to allow the 
body to keep its energy source for warmth at peak level.   

A Matter of Law 

Remember it is the law that you provide proper food, 
water and shelter, and even more importantly it is simply 
the right thing to do! 

�����	 , ��$$� ,  
��	��� , and &�
����
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 TREASURER’S TOTALS 

Once again, monthly income (in September) was down 
substantially under what we had budgeted based on 
pledges and, as a result, we accumulated yet more “red 
ink”.   

Fr. Funston and our parish staff have done a great job 
keeping expenses within budgeted guidelines.  Where we 
are short is on the income side of the ledger and, 
particularly, in income expected from those who submitted 
a pledge card last November. 

Giving statements for the first three quarters of the year 
were included in your 2010 Pledge information mailing.  
Please check those and if you are behind on your pledge, 
make an effort to come current.  If, because of the 
economy, a job loss, a job “furlough”, or other unforeseen 
down-turn in your personal situation you cannot keep the 
pledge current, we understand!  Privately let either Fr. 
Funston or me know that … it will help us understand our 

budgeting and improve our financial management.  But if 
you can bring your commitment up to date, it will greatly 
help your church!  If pledges had been received as 
expected, we’d be in the black today. 

Looking forward to the coming year, please prayerfully 
and carefully consider your financial support of your 
church in 2010 and return your pledge cards for next year. 

Also, please welcome our canvass teams into your homes 
for a conversation about the church.  Their goal is so much 
broader, and so much more important, than just money!  
They are seeking your input into the vision and future 
planning for our church.  We need to hear what you have 
to say! 

Thanks and blessings, 
�	�����	�'�	�$ , 

Treasurer 

Year-to-Date (30 September 2009) BUDGETED ACTUAL DIFFERENCE 

In-Flows    
Pledges $     160,483 $    143,526  $     (16,957) 
Other Donations 32,374 28,625 (3,749) 
Miscellaneous Income 1,275 3,074 1,799 
Investments 5,663 4,284 (1,379) 
Grants 16,700 15,290 (1,410) 

Total Income $   216,495 $   194,800 $   (21,695) 
Transfers from Other Funds 0 33,300 33,300 

Total In-Flows $   216,495 $   228,100 $     11,605 
    
Expenses    
Payroll $   122,461    $   121,721 $       740 
Program 57,057 53,336 3,721 
Operations 45,376 45,992 (616) 
Mortgage Interest 13,035 10,963 2,072 
Property Acquisition 0 7,701 (7,701) 
Transfers to Other Funds 0 700 (700) 

Total Expenses $   237,929 $    240,413 $      (2,484) 
    

Operating Surplus/Deficit $      (21,434) $    (12,313)  $      9,121 
    
Debt Service    
Mortgage Principal paid from Operating Income 0 0 0 
    
Total Surplus/Deficit $      (21,434) $    (12,313)  $      9,121 
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